
Agenda Item No. 8 

CITY OF DURHAM 
 

COUNCIL 
 

8 JANUARY, 2008 
 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL SERVICES  
 

 
 
1. COUNCIL TAX - CALCULATION OF TAX BASE 
 
1.1 Introduction 
 
1.1.1 Regulations made under the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (The Local Authorities 

(Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (as amended)) require each billing 
authority to calculate its ‘Council Tax Base’. This is the measure of an area’s taxable 
capacity, for the purpose of setting its Council Tax. Legislation requires that the Billing 
Authority sets out the formula for that calculation and that the Tax Base be formally 
approved by the Council.  

 
 
1.2 Council Tax Base Calculation
 
1.2.1 Appendix A shows the actual number of dwellings in the district, allocated across the eight 

property bands. It also shows the numbers of properties in Band A that are eligible for a 
reduction under the Disabled Relief Scheme and the number Ministry of Defence properties 
in the District for which payments are received in lieu. 

 
1.2.2 Some of these properties will be empty during the year; others will be exempt from the Tax 

(e.g. dwellings occupied solely by students) whilst in single person households only 75% of 
the Tax is payable. The actual number of dwellings, therefore, needs to be adjusted to 
reflect these features giving a net property base for each band. 

 
1.2.3 The Council Tax varies between the different bands according to proportions laid down in 

legislation. These proportions, which are set out in the Appendix, are based around Band 
D, and are fixed so that the bill for a dwelling in Band A will be a third of the bill for a 
dwelling in Band H.  Applying the relevant proportion to each band’s net property base 
produces the number of ‘Band D Equivalent’ properties for the area. 

 
1.2.4 The Tax Base is finally arrived at by anticipating the collection rate during the year. A 

collection rate of 99% has previously been anticipated in the first instance and this practise 
has continued in calculating the tax base for 2008/09.  

 
1.2.5 Applying a 99% collection rate to the total band D equivalent tax base of 26,641.00 

produces a final figure of 26,374.59, which compares to a 2007/08 figure of 26,111.25.  An 
analysis of the tax base between the various parish areas of the Council is provided at 
Appendix B. 

 
 
1.3 Recommendations 
 
1.3.1 That the report of the Director of Financial Services for the calculation of the Council’s Tax 

Base for the year 2008/09 be approved; and  
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1.3.2 That pursuant to the Director of Financial Services’ report, and in accordance with the Local 
Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (as amended), the amount 
calculated by the City of Durham Council as its Council Tax Base for the year 2008/09 shall 
be 26,374.59. 

 
 Background Papers:  
 The Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (S.I. 1992/612) 

as amended 
 2008/09 Revenue and Capital Budget Working Papers 
 Northgate SX3 Revenues and Benefits System Reports 
  
 
2. COUNCIL TAX – ESTIMATED COLLECTION FUND SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 

[THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (FUNDS) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 1992] 
 
2.1 Introduction
 
2.1.1 The Local Authorities (Funds) (England) Regulations 1992 make provision for the discharge 

by a Billing Authority of its liabilities to pay amounts in respect of precepts from its Collection 
and General Funds and to make transfers between its funds to meet its estimated 
expenses.  

 
2.1.2 They also make provision for the discharge by a Billing Authority and its major precepting 

authorities, in respect of their liabilities to meet any estimated surplus or (deficit) in a Billing 
Authority’s Collection Fund.  The City of Durham is a Billing Authority and the County 
Council; the Durham Police Authority; and the Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue 
Authority constitute the Council’s major precepting authorities. 

 
2.1.3 The purpose of this report is to set out for member’s attention and approval the estimated 

position on the City Council’s Collection Fund. 
 
 
2.2 Estimated Collection Fund Surplus / (Deficit)  
 
2.2.1 Under Regulation 10, a Billing Authority is responsible for estimating, for each financial 

year, beginning in or after 1993, whether there is a surplus or (deficit) in its Collection Fund 
for the preceding financial year and, if so, the amount of that surplus or deficit. This 
calculation, which takes into account any residual transactions from the Community 
Charge, must be completed and approved by members between 1 December and 31 
January each year. 

 
2.2.2 In setting the 2007/08 budgets and subsequent Council Tax, members will recall that the 

estimated position was that the Collection Fund would be £200,000 in surplus at 31 March 
2007 and therefore this was the “distributed” amount built into the 2007/08 budget 
framework.  The actual outturn position on the Collection Fund at 31 March 2007 was a 
surplus of £294,076.  

 
2.2.3  Members should note that any surpluses cannot be included as income in the authority’s 

accounts and must be passed onto the Council Taxpayer in the form of a reduction in their 
annual bill. Likewise, a deficit cannot be charged as any Authority's expenditure, but must 
be charged to Council Taxpayers as an increase on the bills.  
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2.2.4 Taking into account the continued improvement in collection rates in the current year; an 

increase in the Council Taxbase due to a combination of new build and the impact of the 
University Halls of Residence; and a prudent assessment of the likely level of the provision 
for bad and doubtful debts, it is estimated that the City Council’s Collection Fund will be 
£330,000 in surplus at 31 March 2008.  The forecast surplus will be allocated to the 
following authorities, based on the respective proportions of the total precepts and 
demands on the Collection Fund in the current year: - 

 

Authority Surplus (£) % Share 
Reduction 
in Council 

Tax 2008-09 
(at Band D) 

City of Durham (46,332) 14.04 (1.76) 
Durham County Council (233,079) 70.63 (8.84) 
Durham Police Authority (31,779) 9.63 (1.20) 
Durham and Darlington Fire Authority (18,810) 5.70 (0.71) 
Total (330,000)  (12.51) 

 
 
2.3 Recommendations
 
2.3.1 That Members note the forecast position on the Collection Fund, being an estimated 

surplus on the Collection Fund at 31 March 2008 of £330,000, and that this position be 
factored into the 2008/09 Council Tax Bills. 

 
 Background Papers:  
 2008/09 Revenue and Capital Budget Working Papers 
 Statement of Accounts 2006/07 – Report to Council 28.06.07 
 Northgate SX3 Revenues and Benefits System Reports 
 Agresso Financial Management System Reports 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 
 
 

CALCULATION OF COUNCIL TAX BASE 2008-09 
 

 

Band Properties Disabled 
Relief 

Exempt 
Properties 

Chargeable 
Properties 

25% 
Discounts

50% 
Discounts 

Band D 
Ratio 

Band D 
Equivalent 

DR N/A N/A N/A 48 8 N/A (5/9) 25.50

A 18,603 48 723 17,856 8,142 516 (6/9) 10,338.30

B 6,083 24 465 5,627 1,962 213 (7/9) 3,892.40

C 6,114 33 532 5,567 1,399 163 (8/9) 4,542.70

D 4,170 18 562 3,608 683 150 1 3,341.30

E 1,953 18 172 1,770 286 63 (11/9) 2,023.10

F 1,084 7 72 1,013 156 44 (13/9) 1,366.80

G 711 8 44 668 80 34 (15/9) 1,040.40

H 86 9 37 40 1 9 (18/9) 70.50

O N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 38,804 165 2607 36,197 12,717 1,192  26,641.00

    Tax Base  
(99% of Band D Equivalents) 26,374.59

 
Note:  
 
i) Category ‘DR’ represents the properties in Band A that will qualify for a reduction under the 

Disabled Relief Scheme. 
 
ii) Category ‘O’ represents Ministry of Defence properties for which payments are received in 

lieu 
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APPENDIX B 
 
 
 

BAND ‘D’ EQUIVALENTS - PARISH TAX BASE 2008-09 
 

 

Parish Tax Base 
(Band D Equivalents) 

Durham City 7,740.02 

Bearpark 625.48 

Belmont 2,978.02 

Brancepeth 215.82 

Brandon & Byshottles 5,453.61 

Cassop-cum-Quarrington 1,410.75 

Coxhoe 1,293.24 

Croxdale & Hett 310.86 

Framwellgate Moor 1,568.46 

Kelloe 407.88 

Pittington 504.41 

Shadforth 637.36 

Sherburn 952.18 

Shincliffe 709.53 

West Rainton 764.08 

Witton Gilbert 802.89 

Total Council Tax Base –  Band ‘D’ Equivalents 26,374.59 
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Agenda Item No. 9 

CITY OF DURHAM 
 

COUNCIL 
8th January 2008  

 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES 

 
 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2008/2009  
 
Attached at Appendix A for Members information is an amended Schedule of Meetings for the 
Municipal Year 2008/2009 now incorporating meetings of the Appeals Panel. 
 
Recommended: That the amended Schedule of Meetings for the Municipal Year 2008/2009 be 
approved.  
 
 

 



 



   Appendix A 

 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS - 2008/2009 

 
         2008       2009    
     

Committee Time May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. April May 
 
Development Control Committee  
 

 
5.30 pm 

 
14 4/25 16 6/27 17 8/29 19 10 7/28 18 11 1 - 

 
Cabinet  
 

 
2.00 pm 28 - 9 - 3 15 26 - 7 18 - 1 - 

 
Standards Committee  
 

 
5.30 pm - 17 - - 16 - 4 - 19 - 3 - - 

 
Scrutiny Committee 
 

 
5.30 pm - 2 14 - 1 13 24 - 5 16/23 30 - - 

 
Policy Scrutiny Panel 
 

 
5.30 pm 28 23 21 28 22 20 17 15 14 11 12 9 - 

 
Community Services Scrutiny Panel  
 

 
5.30 pm 7 3 2/29 - 2/30 28 25 - 12 9 9 6 - 

 
Environment Scrutiny Panel 
 

 
5.30 pm 21 18 23 - 3 1 5 3 6 4 4 7 - 

 
Economic Scrutiny Panel 
 

 
5.30 pm 13 10 8/31 - 4 2/21 27 - 15 12 10 8 - 

 
Licensing Panel 
 

 
9.30 am - 11 - - 17 - - 17 - - 18 - - 

 
Audit Overview Committee  
 

 
5.30 pm - 19** 

9.30 am 10 - - 9 - - 20 - - 16 - 

Council  
 
Annual Council  

5.30 pm 
 

12 noon 

 
 

6 

24*** 
 
 

22 
 
 

- 
 23*** 

 
 

- 
11 

 
 

- 
13* 

 
 

24** 
 
 

- - 
 
- 
 

 
Appeals Panel 
 

10.00 am 2 6 4 1 5 3 7 5 16 6 6 3 - 

 
May Day 5 May 2008 New Year’s Holidays 1 January 2009 

Spring Bank Holiday 26May 2008 Good Friday 10 April 2009 
Summer Bank Holiday 25August 2008 Easter Monday 13 April 2009 
Christmas Holidays 25 – 31 December 2008 May Day 4 May 2009 

 

* (Tax Base) 
** (Council Tax) 
*** (Statement of Accounts) 

 

 



 

 




