
City of Durham 
 
At a Meeting of the DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE held in the Gala Theatre, 
Durham, on Thursday, 10th January, 2008, at 5.30 p.m. 
 

Present: Councillor Norman (in the Chair) 
and Councillors Bell, Carr, Cowper, Crooks, Freeman, Holland, Howarth, Lodge, Marsden, 
Rae, Simmons, Simpson, Southwell, Taylor, Walker, Wolstenholme and Young. 
 
Also Present: Councillors Colledge, Kellett, Kelly, Martin, Pitts, M.J.A. Smith, Turnbull and 
van Zwanenberg.  
 
442. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Guy, Kinghorn, Laverick, Plews and 
Stoddart. 
 
443. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December, 2007, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 Report of Head of Planning Services 
 
444. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
Reports in relation to the following items had been circulated:- 
 

(a) Notice of Planning/Enforcement Appeals which had been lodged with the City 
Council: 

 
  Appeal by P and A Johnson – Site at Quarrington Farm, Old 

 Quarrington, Durham, DH6 5NN   
 
 (b) Applications – Determined under Plenary Powers 
 
 (c) Building Control Applications 
  
Resolved: That the reports be noted. 
 
Note: Councillors Simmons and Southwell declared a personal interest in the 
 undermentioned item and remained in the Meeting during consideration thereof.  
 
445. DECISIONS MADE BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
(a) CM4/07/990 
 Durham Sure Start –  
 Durham County Council
  

Kelloe Primary School, Front Street, Kelloe, Durham, 
DH6 4PG 
New stand-alone Sure Start Children’s Centre 
alongside existing school building 
 
The above application was considered by the City 
Council under delegated powers on 25th October, 2007, 
when it was resolved to offer no objection.  
 
Durham County Planning Committee had now 
considered the proposal and resolved to approve the 
application subject to conditions.  
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(b) CM4/07/987 
 Kelloe Village 
 Community Partnership 
 

Kelloe Primary School, Front Street, Kelloe, Durham, 
DH6 4PG 
Change of use from school playing field to children’s 
play area including installation of play equipment, 
multi-use games area, wildlife areas, football pitch 
and landscaping 
 
The above application was considered by the City 
Council on 26th October, 2007, when it was resolved to 
offer no objection. 
 
Durham County Planning Committee had now 
considered the proposal and resolved to approve the 
application subject to conditions.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  

 
446. RECOMMENDATIONS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS 
 
The Head of Planning Services presented reports on the following applications and the 
following decisions were made:- 
 
(a) 07/00944/OUT 
 Banks Development Ltd 

Mount Oswald Golf Course, South Road, Durham, 
DH1 3QT 
Business and Research Community in parkland 
setting, to include offices, 30 executive homes and 
associated roads, car parking and landscaping 
 
Following a Site Inspection by the Committee in relation 
to this application on 8th January, 2008, it was:- 
 
Resolved: That the application be REFUSED for the 
following reasons:- 
 

(1) The proposed development, by virtue of its 
nature and scale, is in conflict with the objectives 
of the City of Durham Local Plan 2004 Policy 
EMP3, and fails to conform with regional 
planning policy as contained within Regional 
Spatial Strategy Policy 18A.  

(2) The proposed development, by virtue of its 
nature and scale, would harm the character and 
appearance of Mount Oswald’s open and 
landscaped parkland setting, and thus be in 
conflict with the objectives of the City of Durham 
Local Plan 2004 Policies E5(2) and E26. 

(3) The level of vehicular traffic likely to be 
generated by the proposed development will 
have material impact upon both the local road 
network and A1(M) motorway junctions 61 and 
62, to the detriment of traffic flows and 
prejudicial to highway safety.  This is contrary to 
the objectives of the City of Durham Local Plan 
2004 Policy T1. 

(4) The development of previously undeveloped 
“Greenfield” site for housing, on land designated 
within the Local Plan for business use, is 
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contrary to the objectives of PPG3, City of 
Durham Local Plan Policies EMP3 and H2 and 
fails to conform with Regional Spatial Strategy 
Policy 3. 

(5) The absence of an adequate archaeological 
assessment prevents an informed judgement as 
to whether this proposal causes hard harm to 
issues of archaeological importance.  
Accordingly there is a conflict with the objectives 
of PPG16 and City of Durham Local Plan 2004 
Policy E24.  

 
(b) 07/00872/FPA 
 BH Nelson 

Former Builders Yard, John Street, Durham 
Erection of 22no. apartments in four storey block 
with associated parking and landscaped open space 
(revised and resubmitted)  
 
ITEM WITHDRAWN 

 
(c) 07/00974/FPA 
 B&Q Plc 

B&Q Warehouse, Unit 1 Durham City Retail Park, 
McIntyre Way, Durham, DH1 2RP 
Change of use and conversion of part of existing A1 
DIY store to mixed use of D2 leisure and A1 retail, 
installation of mezzanine floor (1027m2) and external 
alterations to elevations of both existing and 
proposed units 
 
ITEM WITHDRAWN  

    
 

The Meeting terminated at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
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