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1. Introduction  
 
These procedures are designed to help Safer Neighbourhood Units, Local 
Multi-Agency Problem Solving Groups or local communities within County 
Durham to apply for a Designated Public Place Order.  
 
2. The Law 
 
Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 and section 26 of the 
Violent Crime Act 2006 allows Durham County Council (the local authority) to 
place restrictions on public drinking in areas where communities have 
experienced alcohol related disorder or nuisance. This power is known as a 
Designated Public Place Order.  
 
Designating a “public place” provides the police with powers to require the 
surrender of alcohol and containers from people who are over 18 years old. 
The police already have a number of powers available to use on those people 
under 18.  
 
Section 12 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 makes it an offence for 
an individual to continue to drink in a designated area when requested by a 
police officer to stop.   
 
Designated Public Places are NOT Alcohol Free Zones. These powers do 

NOT make it a criminal offence for people to drink alcohol in the area  
 
Penalties for failing to comply with a Police Officers request are: 
 

• £50 penalty notice for disorder (PND), or 

• Arrest and prosecution for a level 2 fine, not exceeding £500 
 
3. Things to consider 
 
Designating a public place should be seen as a tool to use only when all other 
tools have been used and failed. What powers have been used before (the list 
below is not exhaustive)? 
 

• Penalty Notices for Disorder 

• Acceptable Behaviour Contracts 

• Anti-Social Behaviour Orders 

• Directions to Leave Notices 
 
Application should be submitted and supported in principle by the Safe 
Durham Partnership Performance and Planning Group prior to publicity.  A 
copy of the application forms is attached at Appendix 1. 
 
The approximate cost of a DPPO application is £3,000. The applicant is 
responsible for covering all of the costs related to the application 
process. 
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4.  Process for implementing a DPPO 
 
 
 
Weeks 1 – 4 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 2 - 3 
 
 
 
Weeks 2 - 6 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 3 -7 
 
 
  
Weeks 4 - 11 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 5 - 12 
 
 
 
Weeks 9 - 16 
 
 
 
Weeks 10 - 22 
 
 
 
Weeks 11 - 23 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 11 - 23 
 
 
 
Week 12 - 24 
 

1. Consultation with local communities on the problem (not the solution). 

2. Identification of column numbers for signage and submission of application to Street 
Lighting for signage approval.  

3. Consultation with mandatory consultees. 

5. Submission of application to Performance and Planning Group for support in principle. 

6. Publicity within local Advertiser giving 28 days to respond 

7. Consider consultation responses 

8. Order to Area General Licensing Sub Committee for consideration. 

9. Further notice published in local Advertiser confirming Designation is in place. 

10. Signage and notifications in place. 

11. Copy of Order sent to Home Office Alcohol Strategy Unit. 

12. Evaluation carried out 6 months after implementation. 

4. Application form completed. 
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5.  Mandatory Consultees 
 
The list below is specifically related to local people who may be affected by 
the implementation of a DPPO. 
 

• Parish, Town and/or Community Council or Partnership 

• Police 

• Local authority – Safer Neighbourhoods 

• Parish, Town and/or Community Councils 

• Licensees 

• Owners/occupiers of land 

• DCC Regeneration  
 
6. DPPO Consultation information 
 
An example letter and leaflet for DPPO consultation is included at Appendix 2.  
 
Prior to the area being designated a notice should be placed in a local 
newspaper (Appendix 3) including the following information: 
 

• Identifying specifically or by description the place in question 

• Set out the effect the order will have on that place 

• Identify any premises to which section 14 of the act applies to at the 
time the notice is published 

• Inviting representations as to whether or not an order should be made 
 
Once the Order has been granted a second notice should be placed in a local 
newspaper (Appendix 4) which includes the following information: 
 

• Identifying the place to which the order refers 

• Setting out the effect the order will have on that place 

• Identifying any premises 

• Identify the date on which the order will take effect 
 
7. Signage 
 
Signage should be posted on the extremities of the area indicating that the 
designation is in place.  Permission should be sought from Durham County 
Councils Street Lighting section to allow for erection of any signage. In 
extreme circumstances a six month lead in time may be required to allow for 
testing of columns to take place.  An application form is included at Appendix 
5.  Example signage is included at Appendix 6. 
 
8. Evaluation 
 
Key methods used to evaluate any DPPO should include: 
 

• Initial consultation with partners and residents; 

• Mapping and analysis of alcohol flagged crime and disorder data; 
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• Location based alcohol confiscation data; 

• Stakeholder interviews (Safer Neighbourhood Teams, Licensing, 
Outreach Services, Voluntary Sector, Neighbourhood Wardens, Street 
Pastors, Housing Associations, Pub Watch, etc); 

• Public perception surveys. 

• Number of referrals to outreach services. 

• Carry out annual review of DPPO.  Consider revoking Order where 
appropriate. 
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Appendix 1  
 
 
 
DPPO Application Form 
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Application to Establish Designated Public Places Orders Application to Establish Designated Public Places Orders Application to Establish Designated Public Places Orders Application to Establish Designated Public Places Orders 
(DPPOs)(DPPOs)(DPPOs)(DPPOs) 

Before submitting a proposal please read: 
‘Procedures for Designating a Public Place in County Durham’’ 

 

Contact DetailsContact DetailsContact DetailsContact Details    
    

Name:Name:Name:Name:        
    
Organisation / Agency (if relevant):Organisation / Agency (if relevant):Organisation / Agency (if relevant):Organisation / Agency (if relevant):        
    
Telephone No:Telephone No:Telephone No:Telephone No:        
    
Email address:Email address:Email address:Email address:    
    

Address:Address:Address:Address:        
    
    
    
    
 

Request for Request for Request for Request for DPPODPPODPPODPPO    
    

Define the area to be subject to the proposed designation and attach a 1:1250 scale OS plan with 
the boundaries of the scheme clearly marked showing the land for designation.  Maps can be 
obtained from the Highway Maintenance Office of the County Council - 0191 3833428. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reason(s) for the ProposalReason(s) for the ProposalReason(s) for the ProposalReason(s) for the Proposal    
    

State as fully as possible the reasons for the designation and how it meets the criteria as set out in 
‘Procedures for Designating a Public Place in County Durham’ 
 

1. Please provide details of the problems being experienced.  In order for an application for a 
DPPO to be successful evidence that alcohol is causing a persistent and problematic level of 
crime and/or anti social behaviour is required. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What other measures have been considered (or implemented without success) to tackle the 
problem?   

 



 8

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. Please provide details of how the implementation of the DPPO will be funded. 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
4. Please provide information on who has been consulted prior to the application being 

submitted (refer to ‘Procedures for Designating a Public Place in County Durham’ for further 
information on the consultation process).  A supporting statement on behalf of Durham 
Constabulary should be submitted along with this application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. 
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Confirmation DetailsConfirmation DetailsConfirmation DetailsConfirmation Details    
    

This proposal for a Designated Public Place Order in the identified location is fully 
supported by the Safe Durham Partnership: 
 
 
Safe Durham Partnership Chair (or delegated representative)…………………………………….. 
 
 
…………………………………….…………………………………….……………………………………. 
 
 
 

Applicant Details: 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Name: 

 
 
 
 

Date:  
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Appendix 2 
 
 
Consultation Letter and Leaflet 
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19 October 2010 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO MAKE AN ORDER TO CONTROL THE 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN PUBLIC PLACES IN XXXXXX AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS 

 

Notice is hereby given that following necessary consultation Durham County Council 

propose to make an order pursuant to Section 13(2) of the Criminal Justice and Police 

Act 2001, the purpose of which is to control the consumption of intoxicating liquor in 

the places identified on the map attached. 

 

The effect of such an order is to make it an arrestable offence to fail without 

reasonable excuse to comply with the requirement of a Constable: 

 

a) not to consume intoxicating liquor; or 

b) to surrender any intoxicating liquor other than liquor in a sealed container. 

 

The Council hereby invites representations from any person as to whether or not an 

order should be made.  These should be sent in writing, to the XXXXX quoting 

“XXXXX” to be received no later than XXXXX. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

 

[Officer] 

[Title] 

 

enc. Map of proposed DPPO 

 

Contact:  
Direct Tel:  

Fax:  
email:  

Ref:  

[Insert contact address] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Appendix 3 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Consultation Notice for DPPO 
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Appendix 4 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Designation Notice for DPPO 
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Appendix 5 
 
 
 
 
Signage Application Form 
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Form of Acceptance of Conditions and Indemnity 
 
 

Application by: 
 

……………………….………………………… 

Scheme: 
 

……………………………….………………… 

 
 

1 The attachment to the lighting columns shall be carried out at the sole risk of the  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

2 The attachments shall be the sole responsibility of ……………………………………  
and shall be insured, with the Highway Authority being informed for a minimum of  
£5 million for any one incident.  Copy of the policy shall be provided. 
 

3 The duration of attachment should not exceed 90 days without express agreement 
from the Durham County Council Lighting Engineer 
 

4 No installation shall be permitted where it may be in conflict with any adjacent traffic 
sign system. 
 

5 The attachments shall be manufactured with supports and mounting points capable 
of supporting them in line with current British Standards and Durham County 
Council requirements.  Contact Street Lighting for clarification of these conditions on 
(0191) 383 3759 
 

6 The attachments should be not greater than 0.3 square metres and should be 
mounted with their lower edge not less than 2.1 metres and the upper edge not 
greater than 3.6 metres above ground level. They should be mounted in such a 
position so as not to obscure the numbering of the columns or cause obstruction to 
the access to the lighting equipment carried by the columns or any doors to the 
columns. 
 
PLEASE NOTE – If the attachment is greater than the measurements listed above, a test 
will need to be conducted. (SEE CONDITION 7) 

 
7 The Durham County Council Street Lighting Engineer shall arrange for calculations 

and tests to verify the suitability of any attachments and or fixings at the expense of 
the owners of the proposed attachments before any installation can be agreed 
 

8 If utilising a catenary wire as support, this should be of sufficient strength to support 
the fixture/fitting (see point 5 above).  It is recommended that stainless steel or high 
tensile steel be used.   
 

9 The attachments shall be removed immediately upon request by the Highway 
Authority or its agent or be removed by the Highway Authority at the owner’s 
expense if there are safety concerns regarding the attachments. 
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10 All fixings must be approved by the Durham County Council Street Lighting 
Engineer and the columns shall be protected from damage by the use of EPDM 
tape under each fixing 
 

11 No person shall remove or cause obstruction to a lighting access door or column 
identification number, any such obstructions will be removed at ……………………’s 
expense. 
 

12 Only personnel authorised by Durham County Council’s Street Lighting Engineer 
shall enter the base compartment of the Street Lighting Column and access 
equipment housed therein 
 

13 All attachments must be erected in compliance with the following statutes and 
regulations: 
(a) Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 
(b) Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 
(c) Current British Standard 7671 “Regulations for Electrical Installations” 
 

14 Generally for protection against electric shock all systems shall be rated at 12v 
SELV.  However, for systems sited 3.0 metres above the highway mains voltage of 
230v may be used.  In all such systems the installer must ensure that the 
requirements of the current British Standard 7671 “requirements for electrical 
installations” are met and supplementary protection by use of a residual current 
device shall be given 
 

15 In the case of festive decorations electrical test certificates must be forwarded to the 
Durham County Council Street Lighting Engineer before connection each year. 
 

16 
 

In the case of festive decorations the owner of the attachments shall advise the 
regional electricity company of the connected load and burning hours for payment of 
energy. 
 

17 ………………………………………………………………… shall pay for any remedial 
works resulting from their apparatus being attached to the column(s). 
 

 
 

SIGNED         
……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
PRINT NAME  
………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
DATE             
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Appendix 6  
 
 
 
 
 
Example of Signage for DPPO 
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