
Civic Centre, 
Crook, 
County Durham. 
DL15 9ES 
Tel: 01388 765555  Fax: 01388 766660 
Minicom:  01388 761515  e-mail: i.phillips@wearvalley.gov.uk 
Iain Phillips        Chief Executive 

 
26th January 2007 

 
Dear Councillor, 
 
I hereby give you Notice that a Special Meeting of the COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, CROOK on 
WEDNESDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY 2007 at 4.00 P.M. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. To consider the 2007/2008 Draft Community Services Department Revenue and 

Capital Budget. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Chief Executive 
 
Members of this Committee: Councillors Dobinson, Ferguson, Gale, Grogan, 

Harrison, Hayton, Mrs Jones*, Kay, Kingston, 
Murphy*, Nevins, Perkins, Mrs. Pinkney, J. 
Shuttleworth, Stonehouse, Strongman and Zair. 

  
     *ex-officio, non-voting capacity. 
 
Chair:     Councillor Kingston 
 
Deputy Chair:   Councillor Nevins 
 
TO: All other Members of the Council for information 
 Management Team 
 



Agenda Item No 2 
 

SPECIAL COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

5 FEBRUARY 2007 
 

 
 

 
Report of the Strategic Director for Resource Management 
2007/08 DRAFT COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT REVENUE AND CAPITAL 
BUDGET 
 
purpose of report 
 
1. To inform Members of the draft departmental Revenue and Capital budgets for 

2007/08 and to seek Member approval to progress the draft budgets to Policy 
and Strategic Development Committee for consideration. 

 
background 
 
2. Members will be aware of the Council’s budget setting process that has 

developed in recent years.  In particular, Members will be aware of: 
 

(i) The need to invest in Council priorities as outlined in the Council Plan. 
 

(ii) The need to create room for manoeuvre within existing departmental 
resources in order to fund priorities and service improvements.  This has 
been achieved through exerting continued downward pressure on fixed 
and unit costs. 

 
(iii) The need to invest in the capital infrastructure of both the Council and 

Wear Valley in pursuance of corporate objectives. 
 
3. This report sets out the department’s draft 2007/08 revenue and capital budgets 

including cost improvements and fees and charges.  Cost improvement bids 
have been assessed by an inter-departmental group of Officers who have 
followed an agreed scoring process.  This process takes into account issues 
such as links to corporate objectives and corporate themes, degree of external 
funding, impact upon performance etc.  The capital schemes have followed a 
similar process. 
 

draft 2007/08 revenue budget 
 
4. The table below shows the draft departmental budget for 2007/08 prior to 

consideration of cost improvements and service development bids.  It has been 
produced after taking into account the following: 

 
(i) Known and anticipated pay awards, based on existing establishment 

levels. 
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(ii) Increases in contractual payments where appropriate. 
 

(iii) Increases in fees and charges based on expected levels of service activity 
against expected charging levels and any specific government grants. 

 
(iv) Known external funding. 

 

Cost Centre Description 

Estimate 
2007/08 
(£000) 

Arts Development and Support 50  
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 191  
Crook Civic Hall 6  
Stanhope Town Hall 16  
Wolsingham Town Hall 13  
Parks and Open Spaces 1,207  
Bishops Park 25  
Allotments (12)  
Community Centres 18  
Leisure Services 215  
Special Events 30  
Sports Development 10  
Leisure Services - Wear Fit 1  
Leisure Services - Exercise on Prescription (5)  
Leisure Services - Cardiac Rehabilitation (5)  
Assistant Community Physical Activity Coordinators 46  
Cemeteries and Closed Church Yards 135  
Environmental Health Services 336  
Licensing - General (19)  
Pest Control 66  
Public Conveniences 88  
Land Drainage 10  
Household Waste Collection 95  
Recycling 46  
Refuse Collection Contract 1,429  
Recycling - Contract 223  
Waste Disposal - Abandoned Vehicles 5  
Highways 15  
Street Cleaning 735  
Car Parking (225)  
Bus Shelters & Bus Station 25  
Street Lighting 4  
Markets (3)  
Cafe Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex 13  
Glenholme Leisure Complex 514  
Spectrum Leisure Complex 24  
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Vending - Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex (10)  
Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex 792  
Vending - Glenholme Leisure Complex (7)  

Total 6,095  
 

fees and charges 
 
5. The proposed fees and charges for 2007/08 for the department are shown at 

Annex A (to follow).  They have been constructed around the following principles: 
 

(i) A comparison of other Durham Districts charges. 
 
(ii) Increases above this amount where it is considered appropriate in terms 

of maintaining service demand within the context of the “Price is Right” 
principles. 

 
(iii) The need to generate increased income in order to maintain the efficiency 

of the service provided. 
 

(iv) Taking into account the results of public consultation. 
 

cost improvements 
 
6. The following cost improvements are proposed as the departmental contribution 

to creating scope for priorities as well as improving the efficiency of the 
department.  Each cost improvement is considered in turn. 
 

Scheme £000 Commentary 
Recycling 50 Purchase of 30,000 wheeled bins from 

the Council’s capital fund over 2 years 
to introduce a twin bin system of 
collection will allow a streamlining of 
the recycling service 

Reduce grounds 
maintenance grass cuts to 
12 

15 Budget consultation indicated that 
majority of residents support this 
option 

Increase leisure centre 
charges by 10% 

20 Budget consultation indicated that 
majority of residents support this 
option 

Reduction in maintenance of 
closed churchyards 

12 Budget consultation indicated that 
majority of residents support this 
option 

Replacement seats 3 Council owns approximately 300 seats 
in the District.  Bid covers replacement 
of damaged/unrepairable seats with 
new 

Grants and Contributions 40 Broken down into 3 elements – annual 
contributions to Bishop Barrington and 
Wolsingham Schools Sports Hall for 
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Scheme £000 Commentary 
facility hire, rent subsidy for Escomb 
Community Association, and 
contributions to Willington & Crook 
amateur football teams 

Sports Development 2 Commitment of £4,000 to Durham 
Sport as partnership funding.  
Contributes to all of the partnership 
work to increase participation in sport 
and physical activity to improve health 
and reduce health inequalities 

  
Total 142  

 
service development bids 
 
7. The following service development bids are proposed in order to improve the 

achievement of both departmental and corporate aims and objectives.  Each 
service development bid is considered in turn. 
 

Scheme £000 Commentary 
Street Cleansing – Mobile 
Jetting Unit 

20 Liveability funding used to purchase a 
purpose built mobile facility that will 
include a high pressure washer for 
removal of graffiti, chewing gum and 
other unsightly stains from footpaths 
and fly positing on walls and posts.  
To provide oil, fuel and chemicals to 
be used in the operation of this 
machine and any repairs and 
maintenance together with specialist 
safety equipment 

Street Cleansing – Street 
Sweeper/Scrubber 

20 Liveability funding used to purchase a 
footpath sweeper/scrubbers for 
washing and sweeping all paths thus 
improving the profile and environment 
of all areas.  To provide oil, fuel and 
chemicals to be used in the operation 
of this machine and any repairs and 
maintenance 

Community Physical Activity 
Co-ordinators 

57 To secure funding for 2 CPACs to 
encourage young people to become 
more involved in physical 
activity/exercise and to undertake 
relevant training 

Mainstream Physical Activity 
Development Officer post 

28 Post currently funded by the Big 
Lottery Healthy Living Centre funding.  
Mainstreaming of this post would 
allow a continuation of the expansion 
of the Exercise Referral/Cardiac 
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Scheme £000 Commentary 
Rehabilitation scheme 

Apprentices 20 To mainstream 4 apprentices to allow 
the Authority to offer local young 
people the opportunity to become 
involved in front line services and the 
chance to gain employment or 
progression to other careers 

Repairs to Grounds 
Allotments 

19 To bring allotments up to an 
acceptable standard as current budget 
falls short of even the most essential 
repairs 

Landlord Accreditation and 
Empty Property Officer 

37 To focus on bringing empty properties 
back into use as Wear Valley currently 
has the highest empty property rate in 
County Durham 

Drug/Disorder 38 To respond to the results of Simalto 
Critical Tree Works 10 To carry forward the survey on all 

trees in council ownership and to 
maintain and manage its tree stock 
appropriately 

Total 249  
 
capital programme 
 
8. The following table shows the proposed capital programme for the department 

for 2007/08. 
 

Scheme £000 Commentary 
Replacement of Refuse 
Collection Vehicle 

135 Current vehicle used as spare to 
replace 7 front line vehicles when they 
are in need of service, repair or 
testing.  First registered in 1999 

Street Cleansing Fleet 
Replacement 

115 To replace 2 existing street cleansing 
vehicles which are 7 and 9 years old.  
Now having detrimental impact on 
service delivery owing to excessive 
down time 

Leisure Centre 
Improvements 

50 To improve the condition of leisure 
centres 

Twin Bin System 560 To introduce the revised recycling and 
waste collection arrangements within 
the Authority 

Grounds Maintenance Fleet 180 Acquisition of equipment through a 
finance lease will allow the Council to 
reduce its revenue payments.  Plant 
lasts between 3-5 years and is now 
due for renewal 

Total 1040  
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conclusions 
 
9. The above proposals represent the Department’s anticipated resources for 

2007/08.  They have been subject to scrutiny by a cross section of the Authority’s 
officers and are considered adequate with which to deliver the Council’s 
priorities.  The cost improvements are considered achievable and the revenue 
and capital bids are considered deliverable. 

 
10. The delivery of the above will be subject to regular monitoring at both Officer and 

Member level throughout 2007/08. 
 
RECOMMENDED  
 
1. Members submit the fees and charges detailed in Annex A of the report to Policy 

and Strategic Development Committee for consideration. 
 
2. Members submit the cost improvements, service development bids and capital 

programme proposals detailed within the report to Policy and Strategic 
Development Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officer responsible for the report 
Gary Ridley 
Strategic Director for Resource 
Management 
Ext 227 

Author of the report
Gary Ridley

Strategic Director for Resource 
Management

Ext 227 
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