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SUPPLEMENTARY EVIDENCE PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT – MR STEPHEN FOSTER
SECRETARY OF EASINGTON COLLIERY
Good afternoon Karen
May I address the objectors' concerns individually.
From A Thompson
3rd line - NOISE - the outside area will not be available when the concert room is being used. There
are no external speakers and personal music will not be allowed. Apart from compulsory emergency
exit lights, there will not be any lighting. The area will be vacated before dark.
6th line - PRIVACY - Because of the trees we planted 10 years ago, which are now about 5 metres
high, it is impossible to see into his property. I have attached pictures which clearly illustrate this.
'PARTYING 7 NIGHTS A WEEK TILL MIDNIGHT'. We find this suggestion greatly exaggerated. Plus
we already have a license to be open and sell alcohol till midnight. Our application to increase hours
is from 8 am to 11 am to accommodate members' bus trips leaving - for example SAFC supporters
going to an early kick off. Also we occasionally have requests to host funerals and christenings early
because of a shortage of clergy.
From Mr. and Mrs.Wilford
3rd line - A FURTHER EXTENSION - again we already have a license till midnight.
5th line - SMOKE - The outside area is large and open. MUSIC NOISE - there will be no music at all.
They also raise concerns about privacy and security. Again the trees make it impossible to see into
their gardens and bedrooms even though the estate is elevated about 2 m above the club. We are
certain their security is greatly enhanced by the club's own security measures such as CCTV, and a
2.4 m galvanised steel fence otherwise their gardens would back on to open fields (see the pics
before the trees).
Line 8 - RAT INFESTATION - I am bewildered by this. We have no evidence or rats in the club. We
are surrounded by open fields and there are nearby allotments plus large buildings have been
demolished in Easington recently. We do not serve food in the club except for bar snacks and I
cannot see how serving drinks attracts rats. If there is an infestation of rats Environmental Health
would surely have been informed and have gotten in touch. Bird tables are, apparently, the biggest
source of rat food. The club has a 5 star hygiene rating from the council,with myself and our steward
having qualifications.
From Mr. and Mrs. A Moutter
Line 1 - NOISE - We have had no complaints from the council about noise except for an error a few
years ago when the noise was coming from a children's concert in the adjacent special needs school
and not from us.
3rd paragraph - SMOKING AREA FOR THE CONCERT ROOM - This will never happen as the
outside area will not be in use at the same time as the concert room.
ANTI - SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR - The club has a zero tolerance policy on anti-social behaviour. There is
signage about foul and abusive language. We attend 'Pubwatch' meetings. Police are rarely called to
the club. Offenders are swiftly dealt with. They state ' AS WE ALL KNOW . . .'. I am at a loss to
understand how sitting in the sunshine (hopefully), enjoying a drink with friends turns people into
violent, abusive louts. If there was any such behaviour it would be stopped.
End of 3rd paragraph - 7 DAYS A WEEK 16 HOURS A DAY - We are closed 3 afternoons a week
and do not open until noon on the other days and 11 am on Sunday. Again the extra hours we are
asking for is fro 8 am to 11 am. The proposed new area cannot be used when the concert room is
being used and not when it is dark.
2nd page line 1 - WE ARE ASTOUNDED THIS COULD BE PASSED WITHOUT OUR KNOWLEDGE
- We fulfilled our legal obligations as instructed by licensing - posting notices around the club and
advertising in a local free paper
am also going to send you statements from our other 3 witnesses. Please advise if those, and the
information above, is acceptable.
Regards, Stephen Foster
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Morning Karen
The problem we have at the club, as do many hospitality venues, is the lack of footfall. We are hoping
to attract more customers. However, we have no idea if this will work. We are not providing shelter,
heating, lighting or music outside. As stated throughout previous emails, the outside area would not
be in use when the concert room is being used to prevent noise. Also the outside area would not be in
use when it is dark but daylight duration varies a lot in spring/summer. Allowing outside use in the
dark would also incur health and safety issues. Of course the weather would also be a deciding factor
- I read a survey from convertible car owners who, on average, only had their roofs down 4 times a
year.
So basically, we do not know exactly what hours the outside area would be used at the moment but
we are certainly open to discussion with licensing and residents. It would not be open after 22.00
whatever the circumstances.
Regards, Stephen Foster
PS Statements from our other 3 witnesses will follow in another email

From: Karen Robson
To: Stephen Foster
Sent: Fri, 4 Nov 2022 7:17
Subject: Easington Colliery Club & Institute, Seaside Lane, Easington Colliery, Peterlee, Co Durham
SR8 3JZ

Mr Foster
After reading through your email (which I can circulate to all parties) do you intend to
provide additional conditions to restrict the use outdoor area after a certain time on
an evening?
Regards, Karen
Karen Robson
Senior Licensing Officer
Community Protection Service
Neighbourhood and Climate Change
Durham County Council
Annand House
Meadowfield
Durham
DH7 8RS
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Daniel M. B. Brown (Chair) Glencot Grove, Hawthorn, Seaham

To whom it may concern
Easington Colliery Club was established on 29/01/1912 and has played a big part in the community
ever since. We have hosted countless important events in peoples' lives and supported many official
functions - some from the council. During the year long miners' strike we provided a 'soup kitchen' 5
days a week for them and their families with food donated by local shops.
Many thousands of pounds have been raised for charities over the years such as Kidney Research
and Macmillan Nurses/Cancer Support to name but two out of many. Our latest effort is the purchase
of a defibrillator, now installed. Sadly with Covid and other economic factors, other Easington clubs
have gone so we are one of the only places capable of holding such events but we are struggling
ourselves and need to increase the footfall in the club by trying new ideas such as this outside
drinking area.
We have a good relationship with our neighbours, Hope Academy, who use our car park at a very low
price of around £1 per car per week. This came about following an appeal from Councillor Surtees to
alleviate parking problems in the streets near the school. Their pupils with carers, have visited the
club to play pool and have a drink.
In my opinion, Easington Colliery Club is the safest place to visit in County Durham. We enforce a
strict zero tolerance policy on anti-social behaviour and I cannot understand why some of our
neighbours think our clientele would suddenly turn into louts because they are outside.

Validated by Karen Robson, Senior Licensing Officer
The author of the above document has been verified and confirms he understands that this will be
used as part of the licensing hearing and it will become a public document.
Date: 7/11/2022
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Gordon Stong (Treasuer) Parade Cresent Peterlee
I attend monthly 'Pubwatch' meetings and have done for about 6 years but a club delegate has
attended much longer than that before me. At these meetings incidents are reported from pubs and
clubs in the area and it is decided if offenders are barred and for how long. They would be barred
from all of the Pubwatch premises.
Sometimes advice is given by the police representative such as forged notes being circulated, drug
use etc.
Leaflets or notices are sometimes given out which we display in the club. We always fully cooperate
with Pubwatch policies.
Easington Colliery Club is rarely mentioned - in fact the only time I can remember is when we were
the nearest licensed premises to an incident even though it was well away from the club.

Validated by Karen Robson, Senior Licensing Officer
The author of the above document has been verified and confirms he understands that this will be
used as part of the licensing hearing and it will become a public document.
Date: 7/11/2022
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Kayleigh Parkin (Stewardess) C/O Easington Colliery Club
I have been the stewardess for the last 8 years and have worked here before that as bar staff for a
further 8 years. My position currently entails me and my family living on site. this includes two small
children and my long term partner.
We find the noise levels to be low level and to not affect our quality of life whatsoever. I personally
have no concerns about anti-social behaviour because the club have always took these matters
seriously and whether its drinking outside or inside doesn't matter.

Validated by Karen Robson, Senior Licensing Officer
The author of the above document has been verified and confirms she understands that this will be
used as part of the licensing hearing and it will become a public document.
Date: 7/11/2022

Page 14

