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Purpose of the Report 

1 The purpose of the report is to provide an update, since the last report 
in November 2018 to Overview and Scrutiny, on the current status of 
the EU Structural and Investment Funds Programme and the LEADER 
Programme within County Durham. 

Executive summary 

2 The European Structural and Investment Funds programme provides 
invaluable funds to help local areas grow. Durham as a Transition 
Region has a ring-fenced allocation of £155m.  This is made up of an 
ERDF allocation of £86m and ESF allocation of £69m.  The County 
also benefits from a share of £10.5m EAFRD funding to support rural 
development in the NELEP area and has two LEADER programmes 
worth £4m. 

3 Significant work has been undertaken through the County Durham 
Economic Partnership’s (CDEP) ESIF work streams, supported by the 
Funding and Programmes Team, to realise this opportunity and 
commit ESIF resource in County Durham.  Currently, 95% of the 
ERDF allocation, £81.4m, is committed in either approved projects or 
pipeline applications.  £52.4m ESF has been contracted in Durham 
with a further £18m in applications due to be considered. 

4 The County Council has submitted a number of applications for ESIF 
funding and is currently delivering 15 projects, worth a total of £46.8m 
in grant, with a further nine applications in development or appraisal 
(20.6m grant request). 

 



5 The two LEADER Programmes in Durham Coast and Lowlands and 
North Pennine Dales have now closed.  They have committed 100% of 
the funding, and have supported 95 projects, creating 145 jobs. 

Recommendations 

6 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny are recommended to: 

 

(a) Note the content of the report. 

(b) Receive further reports as the programme continues as part of 
the 2020/21 work programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Background 

7 The European Structural and Investment Fund (ESIF) programme for 
2014-2020 programme period allocated circa €537 million of funding 
for the North East LEP area, this includes a ringfenced allocation of 
€157 million for County Durham as a Transition Region.  The ERDF 
allocation for Durham is £86m, and the ESF allocation is £69m, this 
includes an additional £9m to fund the recently approved three-year 
extension to the YEI DurhamWorks scheme.  This now gives a current 
notional allocation for County Durham of £154m.  In addition to this 
funding, the County also benefits from a share of £10.5m EAFRD to 
support rural development in the NELEP area, and has two LEADER 
programmes worth £4m, delivering capital grants to support 
businesses, farming, tourism and services within rural areas of the 
County. 

8 Following the referendum in June 2016, the Government announced 
that it would guarantee and approve EU funding for Structural and 
Investment Fund projects, including agri-environment schemes, to the 
point at which the UK departs the EU.  In July 2018, this was 
strengthened by the Government confirming that any funding that 
projects secure through EU programmes, from now until the end of 
2020, will be guaranteed by the UK government even in the event of a 
no deal Brexit scenario. 

9 In light of this ‘business as usual’ position, work has continued with 
partners to support the development of project applications and 
develop a pipeline of activity in order to maximise this funding 
opportunity for County Durham. 
 
Current Spend Position 

10 Significant work has been undertaken to realise the opportunity and 
commit ESIF funding in County Durham.  The tables below show the 
current ESIF allocation for County Durham by Priority Axis, the value 
of contracted projects that have been approved and are in delivery, 
projects within the pipeline that have submitted either full or outline 
applications, and the balance of allocation remaining to be committed. 

 

 

 

 



ERDF Innovation SME Comp Low Carbon 
Climate 

Change 
CLLD Total 

Allocation 18,645,527  42,790,378  19,932,877  3,043,160  1,884,031  86,295,973  

Contracted  13,249,730  30,891,370  3,144,892  2,795,501   1,745,003  51,826,496  

Pipeline (in 

assessment/ 

appraisal) 

6,248,412  11,815,962  11,558,388   0   0   

29,622,762 

Commitments 19,498,142  42,707,332  14,703,280  2,795,501  1,745,003  81,449,258 

Balance  -852,616  83,047  5,229,598  247,659    139,028  4,846,715  

% remaining 0% 0.2% 26% 8% 7% 5% 

 

ESF / Priority Allocation ESF Committed 
Spend 

Pipeline ((in 
assessment/ 
appraisal) 

Open Calls Balance 

1.1 7,259,987 6,162,974 0 1.100,000 -2,987 

1.2 6,612,963, 611,111 6,000,000 0 1,852 

1.3 (YEI) 15,660,000 21,780,000* 0 0 -6,120,000 

1.4 ,,980,110 4,634,000 1,411,126 2,955,000 -20,016 

1.5  2,023,086 1,813,000   210,086 

PA1 Inclusive 
Labour 
Markets Total 

40,536,146 35,001,085 7,411,126 4,0155,000 -5,931,065 

2.1 19,367,618 15,081,456 4,070,449 0 215,713 

2.2 3,509,711 2,343,385 2,162,039  -995,713 

PA2 Skills for 
Growth Total 

22,877,329 17,424,841 6,232,488  -780,000 

Transition 
Total 

63,413,475 52,425,926 13,643,614 4,055,000 -6,711,065  

 

11 As of the end of November 2019, a total of £51.8m ERDF has been 
contracted in County Durham, with a further pipeline of £29.6m ERDF 
applications in either assessment or appraisal stage, this represents 
an overall commitment of £81.4m (95%), leaving a balance of £4.8m. 



12 In County Durham, £52.4m of ESF is contracted, this includes projects 
that have received grant offer letters and Opt Ins that have been 
agreed at ESIF Sub Committee.  There is a further £13.6m in 
commitments in either full applications or extensions to Opt In 
contracts that are due to be considered shortly.  A further round of 
Open Calls for the value of £4m recently closed on 2 December 2019.  
We understand informally that projects have been submitted for at 
least this value, which would potentially see this remaining resource 
utilised. 

13 The latest Open Calls for ERDF projects closed in September 2019 
and ESF calls closed in December 2019.  Going forward any 
remaining funding will be pooled at a national level to create both 
ERDF and ESF Reserve Funds.  This will use remaining programme 
funds to ensure investment of the full programme and to manage 
exchange rate risks to the overall allocation.  All further calls for 
proposals will be accessed via the Reserve Funds, which are expected 
to be launched early in the new year. 

Durham County Council Projects 

14 The County Council has submitted a significant number of applications 
for ESIF Funding, as follows 

Approved Projects 

 Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) 
DurhamWorks is a programme led by Durham County Council in 
partnership with external Delivery Partners.  It supports 15-24-year-old 
unemployed County Durham residents into employment, education or 
training through intensive and long-term support; innovative and 
engaging activities to develop motivation, work-related skills and work 
experience and increased employment opportunities.  An extension to 
the project was approved in August 2018, to allow a further three years 
of delivery, together with an additional £9m ESF grant.  ESF Grant - 
£21,78m, Total Project - £29m 

 

 Community Led Local Development (CLLD) Preparatory Stage -  
Preparatory funding to develop Local Development Strategies and 
establish Local Actions Groups for two CLLD areas within County 
Durham – North Durham and South Durham. The completed strategies 
were approved in Summer 2016, consequently allowing full applications 
to submitted for the two CLLD areas (see below).  ERDF Grant £7,130 
per CLLD, ESF Grant £6,900 per CLLD 
 
 
 



 Community Led Local Development (CLLD) Implementation  
CLLD aims to increase employment and skills, social enterprise, and 
social inclusion in order to support the social regeneration of deprived 
areas.  There are two programmes delivering within North Durham 
(Stanley, North Chester le Street and the western edge of the Derwent 
Valley AAP area) and South Durham (Bishop Auckland, Shildon and 
Spennymoor).  It is a specific tool for managing ERDF and ESF in a 
complementary fashion at a local level to provide for smaller community 
led interventions in a similar way to LEADER.   
North Durham - ERDF £744,202, £ESF 780,101, Programme Total 
£2.36m 
South Durham – ERDF £986,501, ESF £1,019,899, Programme Total 
£3.1m 

 

 Business Energy Efficiency Project (BEEP) 
The project will provide an intensive package of support for SMEs on 
energy efficiency, renewable energy and business resilience to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and bottom line costs, enhancing 
competitiveness and supporting business growth.  In association with 
the Durham Business Opportunities Programme, one to one best 
practice support, training and expert technical advice will be provided, 
backed by an interactive website and a programme of peer to peer 
business events and social media.  A package of energy audits and 
financial grant support will encourage and enable businesses to take up 
no/low cost measures and to install appropriate technologies.   ERDF 
Grant - £533,887, Total Project - £890,811 

 

 Durham Business Opportunity Project (DBOP) 
The project will provide a 3 year programme of business support to 
encourage and enable SMEs in County Durham to grow, through 
engaging the businesses and connecting them to opportunities.  The 
project will focus on identifying potential market opportunities for 
businesses and helping them to realise these opportunities.  The project 
will help to increase the demand for and take-up of regional/national 
business support products (where available) by County Durham 
businesses, and will fill gaps in the business support offer, where 
identified needs of County Durham businesses are not being met.  This 
will result in better-connected, more competitive SMEs.  ERDF Grant - 
£624,056, Total Project - £1,040,095 
 

 Community Enterprise  
The project aims to increase sustainable community enterprises and 
increase the number of people in the County who are enterprise ready. 
It will target both new and existing community enterprises with the 
potential to grow and employ more people.  ERDF grant £525k, Total 
project £875,000 



 SME Digital Engagement Programme  
This is a three year programme of support to SMEs to improve their 
competiveness through take up of digital technology. The aims of the 
project are to: engage and energise businesses to consider how they 
can improve their business by adopting digital technologies, remove the 
practical and financial barriers to businesses in doing so and embed a 
culture where the desire and ability to exploit digital technologies 
becomes a core business skill. ERDF grant £2.4m, total project £4m 
 

 Durham Internships and Collaborative Enterprise (DICE) 
The County Council is a delivery partner in a Durham University led 
project. There are three strands of support. Durham University is 
leading on developing a start-up academy providing a structured 
programme of support for students/graduates and a part funded 
internship scheme placing student/graduates into employment. Durham 
County Council is leading on developing an enterprise incubator, based 
at Salvus House with an associated accelerator programme of intensive 
and bespoke support.  ERDF grant £613k 
 

 Solid Wall Insulation Innovation (SWii) 
The project will deliver a ‘whole place’ energy efficiency pilot 
programme in 210 fuel poor homes in two Durham former mining 
villages of South Moor and Evenwood that will specify develop and train 
– innovation solid wall insulation product system – next phase domestic 
smart heating control and peer to peer community energy efficiency, 
advice and support. ERDF £1.5m, Total project £2,510,704 

 

 Chester le Street Flood Alleviation Scheme 
The Chester le Street Flood Alleviation scheme aims to reduce flood 
risk to the businesses and properties around the Cong Burn River. It will 
include daylighting 90m of twin bore culvert, providing landscaping, 
footpaths and seating areas in the new ‘blue green’ space for public 
use.  ERDF £3.24m, total project £4,68m 

 

 County Durham Growth Fund 
The project will provide grant support to SMEs in County Durham for 
capital investment projects to stimulate and enable sustainable business 
growth, based on a successful model previously delivered through the 
‘Let’s Grow’ programme. ERDF £6.09m, total project £15.2m 

 

 Durham Advance 
The project will offer a comprehensive package of advice, guidance and 
support to participants targeting those with health conditions and the over 
50s.  ESF £1.5m, total project £2,5m 

 
 



 L!NKCD 
The L!NKCD project will work with 1252 participants in County Durham 
using a caseworker model for delivery, providing a tailored package of 
support to participants including those with protected characteristics, 
workless housing tenants and offenders and ex-offenders. ESF £2m, 
Total Project £3.33m 

 

 DurhamDirections 
The project will work to prevent young people from becoming NEET and 
address youth unemployment amongst vulnerable groups. Total ESF 
request £4.78m. The application for this was submitted before it was clear 
that the DurhamWorks project would be extended. Discussions will take 
place with DWP as to how to progress with the preventative activity 
proposed in this project that cannot be delivered through DurhamWorks. 
There the total value of this project will reduce significantly. 
 

 BEEP2  

BEEP2 will provide a wraparound package of support for SMEs on 
energy efficiency, renewable energy and business resilience to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and bottom-line costs, enhancing 
competitiveness and supporting business growth. Building on 
pioneering project BEEP1, it will offer an enhanced grant fund, support 
with additional technologies such as water, waste and transport, and 
incentivise measures that return greater CO2e savings. ERDF £1.04m, 
Total Project £1.73m 

Current Applications 

15 The following DCC projects have submitted applications and are at 
various stages of development/assessment: 

 Durham Future Innovation Building 
The project will build the innovation ecosystem in County Durham, 

initially focused on innovation within SMEs in the construction sector, it 

will provide support to enable the SMEs to access research and 

innovation expertise in order to bring new products to market.  ERDF 

£813,803, total project £1,356,338 

 Durham SME Digital Engagement Programme (Digital Drive 
County Durham) 

This is an extension to the existing ERDF project that will continue 

delivery to June 2023 and will enable 300 further business to be 

supported. The project will provide a programme of support to SMEs to 

enable them to improve their competitiveness through take-up of digital 

technology.  ERDF £2.4m, total project £4m 



 County Durham Growth Fund 
This is an extension to the existing County Durham Growth Fund which 
provides grants for capital equipment or new premises to SMEs that plan 
to invest at least £100,000 to expand existing operations or establish new 
operations in County Durham, leading to the creation of additional jobs.  
The CDGF is being delivered by Business Durham in partnership with 
Umi, who previously ran the Let’s Grow scheme on which the CDGF is 
based.  The total project cost for the project extension period is 
£13,043,414 and the match funding for the project (£7,813,281) will come 
from private sector contributions to match the grant they will receive from 
the programme. ERDF grant £5,230,133 

 

 Durham City Incubator 
The project is part of a larger ERDF application led by Durham University 
(Durham Internships and Collaborative Enterprise (DICE) to increase 
new business start-ups and graduate retention in Durham.  Based within 
Salvus House, the project provides a six-month intensive incubation 
programme for cohorts of up to 10 businesses, aimed at, but not 
exclusively for, students graduating from Durham University and New 
College Durham that are ready to start up a new enterprise. ERDF 
£247,172, total project £411,953 

 

 Low Carbon Dept 

This project will deliver an innovative, low carbon, whole place solution 
for the Morrison Busty Depot, incorporating a range of innovative 
technologies, comprising Solar PV, Air source Heat Pumps installation, 
Energy Storage Solutions, Infrared Heating and EV charging 
infrastructure. ERDF £5,494,463 total project £9,157,438 

 

 Durham History Centre 

Project will support the introduction of low carbon measures including 
ground source heat pump, solar photovoltaics and solar thermal collector, 
linked to a smart building management system. ERDF £1,296,696, total 
project £2,161,160 

 

 Louisa Centre Minewater project (resubmission) 
This project will deliver a low carbon retrofit to a public building, 
incorporating a minewater heating system that will be the first of its kind 
in the UK. The heat generated from the minewater will be utilised to heat 
the swimming pool water, complementing other low carbon measures 
including solar panels, LED lighting, boiler replacement, plant room and 
heating control upgrades, and added insulation. ERDF £1,881,229, total 
project £3,135,381 

 
 



 Durham Enable 
The project will increase employment for people with multiple and 
complex barriers. Prioritising those with disabilities who are a significant 
distance from the labour market. ESF £2.168m, total project £3.61m 

 

 Durham Advance 2 

The project will address the progression towards the labour market of 
many of the most disadvantages and marginalised residents in County 
Durham. It will offer a comprehensive package of advice, guidance and 
support to both the employer and if required workplace adjustments 
required by the prospective employee. ESF 1.1m, total project £1.83m 

16 A list of all ERDF projects that have been approved and delivering 
activity in County Durham is attached as Appendix 2. 

LEADER and EAFRD 

17 The LEADER Programme is a separate European Union initiative 
funded through RDPE. It provides capital grants to support rural 
development projects initiated at the local level in order to create jobs 
and growth and revitalise rural areas.  There are two LEADER areas 
within County Durham, 

 Durham Coast and Lowlands - £1.74 million  

 North Pennine Dales - £2.34 million 

18 Local Action Groups (LAGs) have been established, bringing together 
individuals from local public, private and community sectors. The 
Group is responsible for establishing the strategy and direction of the 
Programme and decision making; approving all project applications.  
The County Council is the Accountable Body and manages and 
administers the LEADER Programme. 

19 The LEADER Programme has now closed to applications, having 
committed 100% of spend to approved projects, although projects 
have until December 2020 to be delivered and claim back LEADER 
grant.  A total of 95 projects have been supported and the 
Programme’s outputs targets have been met, if not exceeded.  A full 
list of all projects approved is attached in Appendix 3. A breakdown of 
spend by priority is provided below: 

 

 

 



Priority DCL NPD Total 
Spend 

Jobs 
Created No of 

projects 
Spend No of 

Projects 
Spend 

Farming 
Productivity 

17 479,884 9 220,774 700,659 6 

Micro, small 
business and 
Farm 
diversification 

15 626,535 20 775,468, 1,402,003 109 

Tourism 2 42,543 13 594,350 636,893 22 

Rural Services 10 292,344 5 143,488 435,832 7 

Culture and 
Heritage 

1 52,926 - - 52,926 0 

Forestry 
Productivity 

- - 3 122,147 122,147 1 

Total 45 1,498,254 50 1,856,228 3,350,460 145 
 

20 An evaluation of the LEADER Programme is now underway, a 
beneficiary survey and a focus group of LAG members has taken 
place.  The initial key findings from this are as follows: 
 

(a) The survey confirmed LEADER has provided vital support to 
businesses / communities in delivering their projects / initiatives.  

(b) Support from the Programme Team has been well-received and 
greatly valued by applicants.  

(c) Process and associated paperwork have been confirmed as 
major issues causing difficulties for the applicants.  

(d) Continuation of LEADER type grant and support from Programme 
Staff have been highlighted as crucial elements for future rural 
development funding. A pipeline is already emerging highlighting 
need and demand 
 

21 The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) 
worth a total of £10.5m to the NELEP area supports the development 
and growth of SMEs, tourism infrastructure and food processing within 
the designated rural areas of Durham, Northumberland and rural 
Gateshead.  Round 2 of the Programme closed in May 2018.  To date 
£5.12m has been committed within the NELEP area, with a further 
three projects worth £455,334 due to be considered.  Of this 
£2,247,564 has been approved to projects within Durham (16 business 
support, 5 tourism and 1 food processing).  As there has been 
considerable attrition within the Programme nationally, a Reserve 
Fund of the pooled resources has been created.  The Growth 
Programme National Reserve Fund launched in October 2019 with a 
minimum £35m available, which could increase to £50m to fund worthy 
projects.  Expressions of Interest across the themes of Food 
Processing, rural Business Development and rural Tourism 
Infrastructure are currently being sought before the deadline in 
February 2020. 



Future Funding post Brexit – UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

22 The 2019 Conservative Party manifesto re-iterated the commitment 
made in their 2017 manifesto to introduce a UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund (UKSPF). The fund will replace European Structural Funds and 
will at a minimum match the size of the funds for each nation. The 
manifesto commits to targeting at least £500 million at tackling 
inequality and deprivation, with a specific focus on improving the skills 
of disadvantaged people. It is unclear when the UKSPF will be made 
available, however the Council will respond to any consultations and 
continue to work with lobbying groups to present a case to ensure the 
new fund meets the needs of County Durham. 

23 The Government has committed to supporting 100 towns across the 
country, with Bishop Auckland selected to receive investment via a 
town deal. The Council is preparing the evidence that the Government 
requires in order to secure this investment. 

24 Throughout 2018 and 2019 the Government has been working with 
mayoral combined authorities and Local Enterprise Partnerships to 
develop Local Industrial Strategies (LIS). The North East LEP has 
been working with civil servants on the development of a LIS for the 
region and it is understood that they plan to consult on it in the coming 
months. The Council has engaged in the development of the LIS via 
NELEP meetings and formal consultation events. 

Conclusions 

25 The committee will be aware of the various projects and schemes in 
the county which are being delivered using EU funds. 

26 European Funding has provided vital funding, supporting investment in 
innovation, businesses, skills and employment, creating jobs and 
growth in the County.  Going forward it is important that future funding 
meets the needs of Durham, addressing local priorities and should be 
at a level which at least matches what it currently receives or would 
have received under the next EU programme.  

Background papers 

 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee, EU 
Funding Update, 6 November 2018 

 Report to the Corporate Management Team – European Funding 
Update, 17 October 2018 

 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee, EU 
Funding Update, 26 September 2017 

 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee, EU 
Funding Update, 3 November 2016 



 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee, EU 
Funding Update, 10 March 2016 

 Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee, EU 
Funding Update, 20 February 2015 

 Report of Economy and Enterprise OSC – Update on EU Funding 
programme 30 October 2014.  

 Report of the Corporate Management Team – EU Funding 
programme 1 October, 2014  

 Youth Employment Initiative – Cabinet Report, 10th June 2015 

Other useful documents 

 None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Claire Williams Tel:  03000 261897 

  



Appendix 1: Implications 

Legal Implications 

Legal advice is sought from Legal and Democratic Services where necessary, for 
example State Aid implications for individual applications  

Finance 

Financial implications are considered for individual ESIF applications 

Consultation 

Not applicable 

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty 

Not applicable  

Climate Change – 
20% of Durham’s Transition ERDF allocation is ring-fenced to Priority 4: Supporting 
the shift towards a low carbon economy in all sectors.  This funding will support 
projects that will move the economy towards a low carbon model by reducing the 
levels of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions, increasing the share of renewable 
energy, and enhancing the energy efficiency of homes, businesses and transport.  A 
further £3m has been allocated in Durham to Priority 5: Promoting Climate Change 
Adaptation, Risk Prevention and Management.  All ESIF applications also need to 
consider how the project will respect the principle of sustainable development. In 
particular, how it will maximise positive environmental impacts or mitigate potential 
negative impacts.  

Human Rights 

Not applicable 

Crime and Disorder 

Not applicable 

Staffing 

Not applicable 

Accommodation 

Not applicable 

Risk 

The revision and implementation of the EU Governance process will mitigate against 
risks associated with applying for European funding Procurement   



Appendix 2: List of Approved ERDF Projects 
 

1 Priority Axis 1: Promoting Research 
and Innovation 

 

More 
Developed 
ERDF 

Transition 
ERDF 

Total ERDF Sought 

Emerging Electronics Manufacturing Centre 
(EEMaC) at NETPark - Centre for Process 
Innovation (CPI) Limited 

£218,736 £2,377,064 £2,595,800 

Pathways to Innovation - RTC North Limited £562,500 £225,000 £787,500 

Northern Accelerator - Newcastle University £274,861 £159,003 £433,864 

Sustainable Advanced Manufacturing (SAM) - 
University of Sunderland 

£1,749,987 £882,897 £2,632,883 

Creative Fuse North East - Newcastle University £688,351 £112,950 £801,301 

Intensive Industrial innovation Programme - 
North East (IIIP-NE) - Durham University 

£2,073,323 £783,013 £2,856,336 

North East Innovation Supernetwork - North 
East Business & Innovation Centre Limited 

£446,433 £75,006 £521,439 

GX - NewcastleGateshead Initiative £603,535 £58,295 £661,830 

CIF ESM Outreach - Centre for Process 
Innovation (CPI) Limited 

£402,763 £897,588 £1,300,351 

Innovative Materials via Precision Additive 
Coating Technologies (Project IMPACT) - 
Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) Limited 

£608,784 £1,927,824 £2,536,608 

Development of a North East Water Hub - 
Durham University 

£284,209 £94,736 £378,945 

Northern Accelerator II - Newcastle University £315,997 £184,773 £500,770 

Hope Street Xchange - University of Sunderland £2,227,742 £0 £2,227,742 

The Biosphere - Newcastle City Council £4,706,976 £0 £4,706,976 

Arrow - Newcastle University £1,356,949 £339,237 £1,696,186 

Northern Centre for Emerging Technologies - 
The Borough Council of Gateshead 

£3,294,540 £0 £3,294,540 

Catalysing innovation in North East clusters - 
North East Business & Innovation Centre 
Limited 

£1,049,945 £185,281 £1,235,226 

Innovate2Succeed - RTC North Limited £408,116 £90,802 £498,918 

Digital Innovation Partnership - The Council of 
the City of Sunderland 

£1,171,686 £156,225 £1,327,911 

Innovate Durham - Teesside University £0 £515,049 £515,049 

North East SME Innovation Programme 2 - 
North East Business & Innovation Centre 
Limited 

£685,500 £213,750 £899,250 

The Innovation Pathway - RTC North Limited £818,551 £215,080 £1,033,631 

Collaborative Outreach in Applied Surface 
Engineering Technologies (COAST) - Centre for 
Process Innovation (CPI) Limited 

£0 £2,709,735 £2,709,735 

North East SME Innovation Programme - North 
East Business & Innovation Centre Limited 

£622,799 £197,639 £820,438 

SME Spotlight- Photonics and Emerging 
Technologies for Healthcare SME Support 
Programme - CPI 

0 £848,784 £848,784 

 

 



Priority 3: Enhancing the Competitiveness of 

Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 

More 
Developed 
ERDF 

Transition 
ERDF 

Total ERDF Sought 

The North East Fund - supported by the 
European Regional Development Fund (3) - The 
North East Fund Limited 

£41,730,004 £11,770,001 £53,500,005 

Better off in Business - Prince's Trust £189,152 £39,362 £228,514 

Business Northumberland 2016-19 - Arch 
Commercial Enterprises Limited 

£646,956 £0 £646,956 

SME Growth via Facilitated Market Access and 
Energy Management - NEPIC 

£301,024 £86,219 £387,243 

Made in North Tyneside extension - North 
Tyneside Council 

£825,000 £0 £825,000 

Durham Business Opportunities Programme - 
Durham County Council 

£0 £1,377,171 £1,377,171 

North East Business Support Fund 5 (NEBSF 5) 
- Northumberland Business Service Limited 
(NBSL) 

£1,014,140 £0 £1,014,140 

Durham Internships and Collaborative 
Enterprise (DICE) Project - Durham University 

£0 £613,105 £613,105 

Enterprise Support in the North East 2 - North 
East Enterprise Agency Limited (NEEAL) 

£497,854 £438,632 £936,486 

Community Enterprise Durham - Durham 
County Council 

£0 £525,000 £525,000 

County Durham Growth Fund - Durham County 
Council 

£0 £6,092,446 £6,092,446 

North East Business Support Fund 4 - County 
Durham (NEBSF4) - Northumberland Business 
Service Limited (NBSL) 

£0 £2,266,881 £2,266,881 

Digital Futures - Generator North East Limited £637,012 £69,120 £706,132 

Sunderland Software City (Phase 3) - The 
Council of the City of Sunderland 

£1,043,683 £123,499 £1,167,182 

Enterprise Support in the North East - North 
East Enterprise Agency Limited (NEEAL) 

£518,652 £356,285 £874,937 

Creative Industries SME Business Support & 
Development - Northern Film & Media Limited 

£358,085 £12,655 £370,740 

Northumbria Enterprise and Business Support 
(NEBS) - Northumbria University 

£991,914 £0 £991,914 

Internships and Enterprise - University of 
Sunderland 

£1,635,300 £261,825 £1,897,125 

Designing Better Business - RTC North Limited £1,184,378 £290,960 £1,475,338 

Scale-Up North East - RTC North Limited £1,875,000 £625,000 £2,500,000 

Made in North Tyneside (MINT) - North 
Tyneside Council 

£899,997 £0 £899,997 

Internships and Enterprise Phase 2 - University 
of Sunderland 

£1,186,263 £158,168 £1,344,431 

Expanding North East presence in International 
Markets - North East Worldwide Limited 

£2,071,699 £676,743 £2,748,442 

Supply Chain North East - RTC North Limited £2,203,961 £944,554 £3,148,515 

North East Business Support Fund (NEBSF3) - 
Northumberland Business Service Limited 
(NBSL) 

£2,272,640 £1,609,508 £3,882,148 



Business Northumberland (2019-2022) - Arch 
Commercial Enterprises Limited 

£691,882 £0 £691,882 

Advancing the Competitiveness of NE 
Automotive SMEs (ACE SME) - NE Automotive 
Alliance 

£452,074 £154,235 £606,310 

Durham SME Digital Engagement Programme – 
Durham County Council 

0 £2,400,000 £2,400,000 

 

Priority 4: Supporting the Shift Towards a 

Low Carbon Economy  

More 
Developed 
ERDF 

Transition 
ERDF 

Total ERDF Sought 

The North East Fund - supported by the 
European Regional Development Fund (4) - The 
North East Fund Limited 

£4,999,995 £0 £4,999,995 

SWIi (Solid Wall Insulation Innovation) - Durham 
County Council 

£0 £1,506,423 £1,506,423 

Sunderland Energy Storage and Efficiency 
Project (SESEP) - The Council of the City of 
Sunderland 

£1,704,236 £0 £1,704,236 

Business Energy Savings Team (BEST) - 
Newcastle City Council 

£670,700 £0 £670,700 

Electric Vehicle Hub - The Council of the City of 
Sunderland 

£1,501,875 £0 £1,501,875 

eGrid - Offshore Renewable Energy Catapult £2,835,259 £7,220 £2,842,478 

intu Metrocentre - Integrated Solar PV & EV 
Charging Project - The Metrocentre Partnership 

£1,406,436 £0 £1,406,436 

Going Ultra Low North East - North East 
Combined Authority 

£1,460,432 £59,352 £1,519,784 

Killingworth Sustainable Retrofit Project - North 
Tyneside Council 

£2,095,180 £0 £2,095,180 

Viking Energy Network Jarrow - South Tyneside 
Council 

£3,468,483 £0 £3,468,483 

Business Energy Efficiency Project (BEEP) - 
Durham County Council 

£0 £533,887 £533,887 

The Low Carbon Energy Centre (Science 
Central) - Newcastle City Council 

£3,600,000 £0 £3,600,000 

Bringing Plastic District Heating technology to 
the UK market - The Borough Council of 
Gateshead 

£994,700 £0 £994,700 

intu Eldon Square - Integrated Solar PV & EV 
Charging Project - Intu Eldon Square Limited 

£758,520 £0 £758,520 

HEIGHTS – High-rise Energy Infrastructure for 
Gateshead Housing Tenants - The Borough 
Council of Gateshead 

£4,668,850 £0 £4,668,850 

Arthur’s Hill Integrated Sustainable 
Infrastructure (4) - Newcastle City Council 

£263,717 £0 £263,717 

Business Energy Efficiency Project 2 (BEEP) – 
Durham County Council 

0 £1,038, 010 £1,038,010 

 

 



Priority 5: Promoting Climate Change  More 
Developed 
ERDF 

Transition 
ERDF 

Total ERDF Sought 

Chester-le-Street Flood Alleviation Scheme - 
Durham County Council 

£0 £2,795,501 £2,795,501 

Arthur’s Hill Integrated Sustainable 
Infrastructure (5) - Newcastle City Council 

£771,783 £0 £771,783 

 

 ERDF Approved 

Priority 8 – Community Led Local 
Development 

More 
Developed 

Transition Total 

North Durham CLLD (Preparatory Work)  – 
Durham County Council 

£0 £7,150 £7,150 

South Durham CLLD (Preparatory Work)  - 
Durham County Council 

£0 £7,150 £7,150 

North Durham CLLD Implementation – Durham 
County Council 

£0 £744,202 £744,202 

South Durham CLLD Implementation – Durham 
County Council 

£0 £986,501 £986,501 

 

 

  



Appendix 3 

 

North Pennine Dales LEADER Programme – List of Approved Projects 

 

Priority Project & brief summary 

Funding 
approved (after 

variation) 
Intervention 

rate 

Job 
creation 

(FTE) 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

RJ Tiplady 

Purchase of a mobile sheep handling system with 
electronic identification equipment 

£4,169.60 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

I & L Weatherley 

GPS system and variable rate combination seed drill 
£19,476.40 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

C Moralee & Sons 

Mobile sheep handling system with wiegher, EID reader 
and mobile printer 

£3,441.24 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

JW Teward & Sons 

Mobile sheep handling system and electronic 
identification system and weigher 

£5,102.50 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

Edwin Taylor & Son 

Purchase of a no-till drill and GPS equipment 
£43,819.87 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

A & JE Smith 

Purchase of a robotic barn cleaner 
£9,600.00 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

T & AE Miller  

Purchase an automatic sheep drafting unit with 
accessories and an air compressor 

£8,165.20 40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

MW Herdman & CA Bisset 

Purchase of an Amazone Patera self-propelled sprayer 
unit 

£94,000.00 40% 1 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

T & AE Miller 

Purchase an agrochemical and liquid fertiliser sprayer 
with GPS technology 

 

£33,000.00 40% 0 



2 – SME Support 

Jill's Catering 

Construction and internal fitting of a purpose-built 
commercial kitchen 

£25,406.44 40% 2 

2 – SME Support 

Barcus Close Farm 

Development of a full livery centre with 10 additional 
stables 

£29,990.70 40% 2.5 

2 – SME Support 
Allout Adventures Ltd 

Ten new quadbikes for adults and children 
£12,266.00 40% 2 

2 – SME Support 

Elm Court Farm 

Installation of horse walker, solarium/ wash bay, 
creation of two stables and storage area, secure tack 

room, welfare area and car park. 

£13,223.22 40% 1.5 

2 – SME Support 

Taylored-fit Physio 

Creation of a physio and health care clinic through the 
renovation of The Old Baptist Chapel, Langley Park 

£55,999.52 40% 5.1 

2 – SME Support 

Terra Firma Groundworks Ltd 

Purchase of a second hand 5Ton digger and design of 
marketing materials 

£11,760.00 40% 1 

2 – SME Support 
Will2Win 

Creation of an outdoor training arena 
£43,721.84 40% 3.75 

2 – SME Support 

Lonton Coffee Company Ltd. 

Renovation works for premises expansion, website 
development, purchase of a new coffee roaster and a 

grinder and a second-hand van for mobile coffee sales. 

£43,748.46 40% 5 

  



2 – SME Support 

G Gardiner & Son Ltd 

Construction of a two storey extension building to 
house additional retail space, a laser shooting range and 

a café. 

£109,564.80 40% 5 

2 – SME Support 

Fillpack Ltd 

Conversion of redundant buildings into a new 
engineering and technology centre of excellence. 

£138,545.20 40% 5 

2 – SME Support 
Barnard Castle Auction Mart 

Purchase and installation of a cattle handling system 
£7,500.00 40% 0.73 

2 – SME Support 

Captured Keepsakes 

Purchase of a laser engraving machine and website 
development 

£11,448.00 40% 0.6 

2 – SME Support 

S&A Fabrications Ltd 

Extension of manufacturing building and purchase 
associated machinery 

£92,490.00 40% 6 

2 – SME Support 

Ellipse Fabrications Ltd 

Purchase of a CNC hydraulic guillotine and CNC 
hydraulic press brake. 

£15,598.00 40% 2 

2 – SME Support 

Catalina’s 

Purchase and redecoration of a second-hand van, trailer 
and fit with shelving and catering equipment 

£6,521.52 40% 1 

2 – SME Support 

JF Edgar (Castle Nook Farm) 

Creation of a purpose-built café, farm shop and 
information centre 

£67,289.09 40% 4 

2 – SME Support 

Weardale Veterinary Clinic 

Upgrade of existing premises and purchase of 
equipment required for creation of a new operating 

room and preparation room 

£15,910.02 40% 2 

2 – SME Support 

Cheesedale 

Conversion of a redundant byre into a café, farm shop 
and events space 

 

£31,692.04 40% 3 



2 – SME Support 

Greenfield Lodge Cattery 

Construction of a 16-unit purpose-built cattery building 
with an office, reception are and kitchen/ laundry room. 

£29,122.67 40% 1.5 

2 – SME Support 
Deerness Valley Nursery School 

Installation of a log cabin nursery school building 
£21,085.37 40% 3 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Golden Lion, Allendale 

Creation of an in-house microbrewery and 4 en-suite 
bedrooms 

£20,465.09 40% 1.3 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

South Tynedale Railway Preservation Society 

Installation of buffet car café and creation of 1.5miles of 
footpath and cycleway at the Railway Station, 

Slaggyford 

£33,579.96 40% 3 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Ninebanks Youth Hostel 

Creation of two self-contained studios in the chalet 
building. 

£28,472.60 40% 0.7 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Moorcock Inn 

Creation of glamping site with 12 camping pods, 
facilities block, reception and shop 

£124,763.65 40% 5.28 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

OC Leisure Ltd 

Creation of a tourism accommodation development of 
three two-bedroomed holiday lodges 

£75,158.11 40% 2.15 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

The Laurels at Bowes Ltd 

Construction and installation of four log cabins for 
holiday accommodation  

£70,404.00 40% 1.8 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Grove House B&B 

Creation of five double rooms for B&B letting 
£27,552.95 40% 2 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

J D Bentley & Son 

Conversion of a disused farm cottage into a two 
bedroomed self-catering holiday let 

 

£28,274.67 40% 0.8 



3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Durham Wildlife Trust 

Improvement and expansion of the Low Barns Visitor 
Centre 

£53,835.55 60.757% 0 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Dryside Glamping Pods Ltd 

Installation of four glamping pods 
£47,184.67 40% 1.5 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

The Cross Keys (Esh) Ltd 

Creation of a found bed-roomed self-catering unit 
£19,216.80 40% 0.83 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Causey House Studios 

Conversion of a disused stable block into three self-
catering holiday studios 

£32,958.00 40% 1 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

JD & JE Layfield 

Conversion of two disused farm buildings into self-
contained holiday cottages that can sleep up to 8 

people 

£35,355.00 40% 0.8 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Barnard Castle Cricket Club 

Installation of flooring, bar area, collapsible stage and 
visual equipment 

£11,536.77 80% 5 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Wolsingham Parish Council 

Installation of a skate park 
£16,557.50 18.5% 0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Hunwick Cricket Club 

Purchase of a second-hand cricket wicket roller 
£11,011.20 80% 0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Friends of Chopwell Park 

Installation of an off-road cycling pump track 
£43,566.49 32.1429% 0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Carrshield Village Hall 

Renovate ground floor of Barney Craig Mineshop to 
create a community and arts venue 

£60,862.61 88% 0 

6 – Forestry 
Productivity 

J Carrick & Son 

Purchase of a forestry tractor with trailer mounted 
crane and winch 

£67,646.80 40% 0 



6 – Forestry 
Productivity 

Woodfuelbarn 

Purchase of a telematic timber trailer with mounted 
crane 

£22,100.00 40% 0 

6 – Forestry 
Productivity 

Richard Makepeace Forestry 

Purchase of a forestry tractor with winches, wood 
chipper and self-loading timber trailer attachment 

£32,400.00 40% 1 

 

Durham Coast and Lowlands LEADER Programme – List of Approved Projects 

Priority Project & brief summary 

Funding 
approved (after 

variation) 
Intervention 

rate 

Job 
creation 

(FTE) 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

Village Farm 

To purchase and install a robotic milking system 
consisting of 2 robotic milkers 

 

£65,636 
40% 0.13 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

J & EM Lawson & Son 

To set up a haylage packaging plant 

 

£31,100 
40% 1.5 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

W Craggs & Partners 

To purchase a hybrid seed and fertiliser drill 

 

£28,032.12 
40% 0.08 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

AS & SM Kemp & Son 

To purchase a Hydraulic Squeeze cattle crush with 
electronic weighing system  

 

£6,203.20 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

TC Dawson 

To purchase a mobile sheep handling system  

 

£3,600 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

W & JM Clifford 

To purchase a new fertiliser spreader 

 

£5,538 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

P Tindale 

To purchase a static cattle squeeze crush system 

 

£2938.23 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

Hirst (Farmers) Ltd 

To purchase a GPS guided crop sprayer and crop sensor 
system 

 

£57,015.20 
40% 0 



1 – Farm 
Productivity 

S Moor & Son 

To purchase a mobile cattle handling system and a GPS 
compatible crop sprayer 

 

£16,865.60 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

A Wood & Son 

To purchase a zero tillage drill  

 

£30,597.66 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

RN Armstrong 

To purchase a cattle crush system with EID reader and 
weigher 

 

£2,626.00 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

A Wood & Son 

To purchase two GPS Satellite Guidance Systems 

 

£7,998.14 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

TJ Stephenson & Co 

To purchase a GS trailed crop sprayer controlled by GPS 

 

£34,380 
36% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

R & AS Craggs 

To install an on-farm ancient grain dehulling plant 

 

£172,746.20 
14.4% 3 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

H&CB Banks and Son 

To purchase a GPS controlled auto-steer system 

 

£3,287.60 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

D&IM Wood 

To purchase a GPS controlled auto-steer system 

 

£3,230.16 
40% 0 

1 – Farm 
Productivity 

MJ & EA Sedgewick 

To purchase a variable rate fertiliser spreader and a GPS 
system 

 

£11,056 
40% 0 

2 – SME Support 

Bioforce 

To construct and fit out a new wood fuel manufacturing 
building 

 

£66,000 
40% 

4 

2 – SME Support 
Pass FM 

To develop a Bespoke IT management system 

 

£3,172 
40% 

1.25 

2 – SME Support 

One Gym 

To install a spinning studio, female only and functional 
training rig area 

 

£30,447.21 
40% 

2 



2 – SME Support 
Aycliffe Auto Supplies 

To build extension of a service workshop 

 

£79,475.84 
40% 

2 

2 – SME Support 

Parlourmade 

To purchase and install a new cheese store and a 
washing facility 

 

£5,695.15 

 

40% 

 

0.25 

2 – SME Support 
AW Treecare 

To purchase a miniature loader with attachments 

 

£27,532 
40% 

1 

2 – SME Support 
Durham Animal Feeds 

To set up two packaging system 

 

£150,394.40 
40% 

13 

2 – SME Support 
VIPER RF Ltd 

To purchase radio frequency test equipment 

 

£40,035.76 
40% 

3 

2 – SME Support 

Gull Corporation 

To establish a synthetic diamond manufacturing facility 
by complete patent registration work and purchase a 

high temperature furnace 

 

£15,129.30 40% 

5 

2 – SME Support 

Denebridge Ltd 

To construct a purposely built mixed use building 
including a café, office space, function rooms and a 

swimming pool at Aycliffe Business Park 

 

 

£177,894.60 

40% 

10.5 

2 – SME Support 
Durham Dogs 

To build an indoor dog training arena  

 

£15,590.40 
40% 

0.8 

2 – SME Support 

Insights Air Range 

To create an indoor air rifles and air pistol shooting 
range at Chilton 

 

£12,561.12 
40% 

2 

2 – SME Support 

Andrew Atkinson 

To create a home-based physiotherapy business at 
Easington 

 

£3,326.88 
40% 

1 

2 – SME Support 

Aycliffe Auto Supplies 

To construct a new workshop and install ADAS 
alignment and calibration equipment 

 

£45,662.80 
40% 

3 



2 – SME Support 

The Herbal Gin Company 

To purchase and install a distillation still and develop 
logo, branding and website for a new distillery company 

at Newton Aycliffe 

 

 

£25,646.60 

40% 

4 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

RG & CS Wise 

To convert and extend an existing single storey stable 
into a two bedroomed holiday let 

 

£25,184 

 

40% 
0.2 

3 – Rural 
Tourism 

Durham House 

To create a self-contained accessible accommodation 
for four people at Sedgefield 

 

£17,380.15 

 

40% 
0.5 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Haswell Parish Council 

To redevelop the play area at Windsor Terrace 

£25,712 34.43% 
0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Sedgefield Cricket Club 

To redevelop of the bar and servery area in the 
clubhouse 

 

£7,475.60 

 

40% 
0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Fishburn Youth & Community Centre 

To support car park extension and creation new storage 
area 

 

£31,163.20 

 

80% 
0.16 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Seaham Golf Club 

To purchase and install an indoor golf simulation system 

£18,292.19 40% 
1 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Trimdon Community College Association 

To purchase and install a movable marquee, associated 
flooring and to renovate the toilet facilities 

 

£17,238 

 

80% 
0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Shincliffe 

To renovate kitchen and storage area of the village hall 

£14,918.88 80% 
0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Livin Housing Ltd 

To develop an unused green space into a landscaped 
public recreation and education play area at West 

Conforth 

£41,926.72 63% 

0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Future Leisure in Coxhoe 

To redevelop the gym area 

£13,187.21 40% 
1 



4 – Rural 
Services 

Shotton Parish Council 

To create a sports hub at Shotton Community Park 

£32,206.75 25% 
0 

4 – Rural 
Services 

Easington Colliery Brass Band 

To renovate the former pay office building and create a 
community café, meeting place and rehearsal space for 

the Brass Band 

 

£91,440 

 

80% 0 

5 – Culture & 
Heritage 

Durham County Council – Heritage Coast Partnership 

To create a 2 kms circular path at Easington Colliery 
Nature Reserve 

 

£52,925.95 

 

59% 
0 

 

 

 

 


