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Purpose of the Report

1.1

To advise Members of objections received to the consultation
concerning changes to the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) in
Spennymoor.

1.2

To request that members consider the objections made during the
informal and formal consultation period.

1.3

In accordance with the Council’s Constitution, Members are asked to
decide, in principle only, whether to proceed with the Amendment
Order, which will then guide the Corporate Director of Regeneration,
Economy and Growth in the exercise of delegated decision making.
The final decision is therefore one for the Corporate Director, under
delegated powers.
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Executive Summary

2.1

The County Council are committed to regularly reviewing Traffic
Regulation Orders to ensure that the restrictions held within them are
relevant and appropriate.
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2.2

Representations have been received requesting a review of existing,
and provision of additional, restrictions in Spennymoor.

2.3

Having considered these requests, Officers have determined that the
changes listed below would be of benefit in terms of improving road
safety and reducing congestion. It is therefore proposed to amend the
current Spennymoor Parking and Waiting Restrictions, Traffic
Regulation Order 2020 to allow the identified changes to be
implemented.

2.4

Local members fully supported all proposals. Durham Constabulary are
in full support.

2.5

Consultation Period:
From
01.12.21 &
17.06.22
21.12.21
09.07.22

Statutory Consultees
Informal Consultation
Formal Consultation
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Recommendation(s)

3.1

Committee is recommended to:

To
22.12.21 &
08.07.22
12.01.22
30.07.22

Endorse the proposal, in principle, to amend the Spennymoor Parking
and Waiting Restrictions, Traffic Regulation Order 2020, with the final
decision to be made by the Corporate Director under delegated powers.
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Proposal, Objections & Responses

4.1

The proposed locations for the TRO that received objections during the
consultation stages are detailed below.

4.2

Location 1 – Festival Walk & Holborn/Oxford Road (to introduce no
waiting at any time restrictions)

4.3

Proposal Background
Festival Walk is located within the heart of Spennymoor’s town centre
and has historically been viewed as the main commercial area of the
town.
Following a decline in business tenancy, Festival Walk has recently
seen redevelopment and the location has now attracted the occupancy
of Aldi which is accessed via Holborn/Oxford Road. This redevelopment
has also seen the introduction of a new off-street car park (Festival
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Walk Car Park) as a means of increasing parking provision for both
residents and visitors of the surrounding commercial area.
We have received reports from Councillor Liz Maddison that vehicles
have begun to park either side of the Festival Walk access road
(leading to Festival Walk Car Park). When such parking occurs traffic
flow is restricted and access/egress from Festival Walk Car Park is
impeded.
It is proposed to introduce ‘no waiting at any time’ restrictions either side
of the newly developed access road leading to Festival Walk Car Park,
as well as either side of the access road leading from Holborn/Oxford
Road into Aldi, to prevent obstructive parking and improve traffic flow.
4.4

4.5

Informal Consultation:
Total Properties
balloted

Number in favour

Number opposed

23

1

3

Consultation dates

Expressions in favour

Expressions against

09.07.22 – 30.07.22

0
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Formal Consultation:

4.6

Summarised objections & responses:

4.7

Objections:
3 properties have objected to this proposal, the reasons for these
objections have been summarised below:
 “The no waiting zone would directly impact my ability to park at my
residence.”
 “If these are introduced it will limit our space for parking.”
 “I am not opposed to finding a way to limit the parking by way of
permits for residents.”
 “All local businesses will be affected by the removal of on street
parking spaces.”
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4.8

DCC Response:
 These restrictions have been proposed to improve road safety
following a number of regeneration schemes in the area. Officers
from Durham County Council’s Traffic Section have verified reports
that vehicles parked on the access road leading to Festival Walk Car
Park reduce visibility and obstruct access for all approaching road
users.
 Restrictions have been proposed in locations where there are
legitimate concerns for road safety however they will still allow for
two unrestricted sections on Festival Walk, near to the Brewers Arms
and No.’s 1-3 Cheapside, for resident/visitor parking.
 Alongside these sections of highway, residents are also able to use
the new Festival Walk Car Park which remains unrestricted.
 Whilst vehicles will not be permitted to park on the proposed
restrictions, double yellow lines permit road users to load/unload and
to board and alight (pick up and drop off) passengers.
 With regards to resident permit parking restrictions, unfortunately I
must advise that we would be unable to pursue such a scheme as
this location does not satisfy the criteria within Durham County
Council’s Parking Policies document.

4.9

See appendix 4 for full details of the objection(s).
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Conclusion

5.1

Having considered the evidence of obstructive and inconsiderate parking
and the objections to the proposals, Officers remain of the view that it is
necessary to introduce the proposals in order to address the identified
highway safety issues. Accordingly, it is recommended that Members
agree in principle to endorse the proposal to proceed with the
implementation of the Spennymoor Parking & Waiting Restrictions,
Traffic Regulation Amendment Order 2022 with the final decision to be
made by the Corporate Director under delegated powers.
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Background papers

6.1

Correspondence and documentation in Traffic Office File:

L:\TRAFPROJ\06 REGULATION DESIGN &
IMPLEMENTATION\Settlement\Spennymoor\Traffic Regulation Orders
(Parking Restrictions)\2021 November
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Author(s)
[Ewan Brown]

Tel: 03000 263953

[Lee Mowbray]

Tel: 03000 263693

[Kieron Moralee]

Tel: 03000 263368

[Dave Lewin]

Tel: 03000 263582
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Appendix 1: Implications
Legal Implications
All orders have been advertised by the County Council as highway authority
and will be made in accordance with legislative requirements.

Finance
LTP Budget.

Consultation
Is in accordance with SI:2489.

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty
It is considered that there are no Equality and Diversity issues to be addressed.

Climate Change
This TRO will allow for effective management of traffic to reduce congestion,
reducing the overall amount of CO2 emissions.

Human Rights
Any interference with human rights is considered to be necessary in accordance
with the law and proportionate in order to address highway safety issues.

Crime and Disorder
This TRO will allow effective management of traffic to reduce congestion and
improve road safety.

Staffing
Carried out by Strategic Traffic.

Accommodation
No impact.

Risk
Not Applicable.

Procurement
Operations, DCC.
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Appendix 2: Location of Proposals

Location 1: Festival Walk
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Appendix 3: Request History
Location 1 – Festival Walk:
From: Cllr Liz Maddison <Liz.Maddison@durham.gov.uk>
Sent: 10 March 2022 10:25
To: Ewan Brown <ewan.brown@durham.gov.uk>
Cc: Sarah Robinson - Warden Team Leader (N'hoods)
<Sarah.Robinson@durham.gov.uk>; Peter Broxton
<peter.broxton@durham.gov.uk>
Subject: New car park Spennymoor
Please see photograph of congestion at the frontage of the car park. Vehicles
are parking on the area marked up as ‘keep clear’.
Peter - I know you have moved on but I am not sure who it was that you
copied in last time to make aware of the situation at the car park. I have
already copied Ewan.
Kind regards
Liz
Cllr Liz Maddison
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Appendix 4: Objection Details
Location 1 – Festival Walk:
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From: Gina McLean
Sent: 30 July 2022 17:37
To: Highways Orders <Highways.Orders@durham.gov.uk>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]:Fwd: Festival Walk/Cheapside
Dear Ms Renwick
I have only noticed the notice on the lamp post today regarding the
Prohibition of Waiting and Stopping Loading and Unloading etc at the area of
1/3 Cheapside Spennymoor.
Please find below attached also previous correspondence from my previous
objection.
As a resident Flat above 3 Cheapside and my partner is the landlord of Flat
above 1 Cheapside and owner of both shops 1 and 3 Cheapside, I am a little
disappointed as being residents that we have not had a letter regarding this
and had to find a notice cable tied to a lamp post.
Firstly, there are only 4 Residents along Cheapside and I suggest we have
some form of permit for parking. As to the business premises along the street
there are many of these and the employees can park relatively anywhere and
walk to work. I have to load my car for work and unload as I work from home
and travel on the road and unload shopping, etc which I must say lately has
been very hard work as we cannot get parked anywhere with all the current
building works, even the car park is constantly full.
Also there has been large KEEP CLEAR signage marked on the road right
outside our back gate, so again this is restricting our parking, I do not recall
this being on the original letter that was sent out to us.
I do think the renovations to the town centre are brilliant but the parking has
become a great issue and we are being penalised to park our cars near our
home, I have had to park over the leisure centre car park on occasions to
carry my shopping over and I am over 50 years of age, which I do not think is
acceptable.
I must also comment people still park on the Keep Clear and blocking the
area more than before hence our waste bins are not emptied which we have
had a few issues over this also even the shop bins have been left due to the
Refuse Collection stating they cannot get access, so this is also another big
issue.
I therefore disagree with the markings around our area and look forward to
hearing your comments regarding this.
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But I do know we can object but I know the council will just disregard our
comments and continue with the works, but these are our homes and we are
entitled to have some sort of parking.
I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
Yours faithfully
Miss G M McLean
_________________________________________________________________________

From: Traffic Consultations <TrafficConsultations@durham.gov.uk>
Sent: 24 August 2022 12:31
To: Highways Orders <
Subject: [EXTERNAL]:Fwd: Festival Walk/Cheapside
Good Afternoon Miss McLean,
Thank you for contacting us regarding the proposed amendment to the
Spennymoor Parking and Waiting Traffic Regulation Order. Firstly, please
accept my apologies for the delay in responding to your query.
I have attached a copy of the proposals for reference including a copy of the
legal plan relating to this order (ref: DV107). I can advise these proposals are
part of the same order that was consulted via a ballot card exercise in January
earlier this year. I understand you have previously received correspondence
from Peter Broxton however Peter has since left our team and this scheme
has been handed over.
When introducing any form of formal parking and/or waiting restriction we
must abide by the legislation and guidance outlined within Durham County
Council’s Parking Policy which ensures a fair and consistent approach is
applied across the county. With regards to resident permit parking restrictions,
unfortunately I must advise that we would be unable to pursue such a scheme
as this location would not satisfy the criteria within this policy. Further
information on the guidance for permit parking restrictions can be found on
pages 30-31 of Durham County Council’s Parking Policy.
With regards to the Keep Clear markings currently in place (I have attached a
copy of the plan for these Ref: “Festival Walk – Keep Clear Markings) I can
advise these advisory markings were introduced as an immediate measure to
resolve obstructive parking and improve access /egress to the car park as a
prelude to more formal restrictions. Whilst these restrictions have been
proposed in locations where there are legitimate concerns for road safety,
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they will still allow for two unrestricted sections on Festival Walk, near to
where the Brewers Arms and No.’s 1-3 Cheapside for resident/visitor parking.
Alongside these sections of highway, residents are also able to use the new
Festival Walk Car Park which remains unrestricted.
Whilst vehicles will not be permitted to park on the proposed restrictions,
double yellow lines permit road users to load/unload and to board and alight
(pick up and drop off) passengers.
I can advise that your original objection was logged by Peter during the
informal consultation and we are now arranging for this order to be referred to
Durham County Council’s next available Highway’s Committee where the
proposals and any associated objections will be discussed by a panel of
elected members. I will therefore log your details with our committee services
team to arrange for further correspondence to be sent to you.
I hope this information is useful, however If you feel my response has not
resolved your concerns or you would like to discuss this information in more
detail please feel free to contact me.
Kind Regards,
Ewan Brown
Strategic Traffic Management Team
Email: trafficconsultations@durham.gov.uk
Regeneration, Economy & Growth | County Hall | Durham | DH1 5UQ
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From: deznwez
Sent: 30 July 2022 16:12
To: Highways Orders <Highways.Orders@durham.gov.uk>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]:Ref. 33483
Dear Sharon Renwick
In reference to the above number, I object to the planned proposal to make
the areas listed, a no waiting at any time zone, as I am currently a private
resident in the area.
Located at flat 1 Cheapside the no waiting zone would directly impact my
ability to park at my residence, I am not opposed to finding a way to limit the
parking by way of permits for residents etc. as the parking situation has
become increasingly worse with the build of the new Aldi store and other
business in the area, making parking increasingly difficult this has been a on
going issue for some time even before the new build.
I look forward to a reply and wonder if this would be worth considering as a
alternative solution.
Faithfully
Nathan Sutton
_____________________________________________________________________
From: Traffic Consultations <TrafficConsultations@durham.gov.uk>
Sent: 24 August 2022 11:42
To: Highways Orders
Subject: [EXTERNAL]:Ref. 33483
Good Morning Mr Sutton,
Thank you for contacting us regarding the proposed amendment to the
Spennymoor Parking and Waiting Traffic Regulation Order. Firstly, please
accept my apologies for the delay in responding to your query. I can advise
that these restrictions have been proposed to improve road safety following a
number of development schemes in the area. It has been reported that
vehicles parked on the access road leading to Festival Walk Car Park reduce
visibility and obstruct access for all approaching road users.
I have attached a copy of the proposals for reference including a copy of the
legal plan relating to this order (ref: DV107). Restrictions have been proposed
in locations where there are legitimate concerns for road safety however they
will still allow for two unrestricted sections on Festival Walk, near to where the
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Brewers Arms and No.’s 1-3 Cheapside, for resident/visitor parking. Alongside
these sections of highway, residents are also able to use the new Festival
Walk Car Park which remains unrestricted.
Whilst vehicles will not be permitted to park on the proposed restrictions,
double yellow lines permit road users to load/unload and to board and alight
(pick up and drop off) passengers.
If you feel my response has not resolved your concerns or you would like to
discuss this information in more detail please feel free to contact me.
We currently have objections on file relating to this order which means it will
need to be referred to Durham County Council’s Highway’s Committee where
the proposals and any associated objections will be discussed by a panel of
elected members. Therefore, if you wish to maintain your objection I will log
your details with our committee services team to arrange for further
correspondence to be sent to you.
Kind Regards,
Ewan Brown
Strategic Traffic Management Team
Email: trafficconsultations@durham.gov.uk
Regeneration, Economy & Growth | County Hall | Durham | DH1 5UQ
______________________________________________________________
From: Traffic Co
Sent: 24 August 2022 11:42
To: Traffic Consultations <TrafficConsultations@durham.gov.uk>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]:Ref. 33483
Thank you for your response. However I feel that although there is alternative
parking available this fills quickly and is sometimes unavailable which may
force myself and other residents to go without any parking and this concerns
me deeply as I find it unacceptable that I may be unable to park at or near-by
my own property
Sincerely
N.Sutton
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