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Purpose of the Report 
 
1. This report provides Cabinet with the outcomes of the Office for Standards in 

Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) inspection of Durham 
County Council Fostering Service. 

 
Background 
 
2. Durham County Council Fostering Service aims to provide safe and secure 

care for children and young people to enable them to achieve the best 
possible outcomes in life.  The overall aim of the Fostering Service is to 
provide, develop and deliver a comprehensive and high quality, integrated 
service to meet the life long and diverse needs of children and their 
families/carers. 

 
3. All local authority fostering services must have at least one inspection in each 

three-year inspection cycle.  All inspection judgements are made using the 
following four point scale: 

 

Outstanding This aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality 

Good This aspect of the provision is strong 

Adequate This aspect of the provision is sound 

Inadequate This aspect of the provision is not good enough 

 
4. The inspection of Durham’s Fostering Service took place on the 2nd March 

2012 and the final report has been published on the Ofsted website 
(www.ofsted.gov.uk). 

 
Ofsted Judgement and Gradings 
 
5. The overall quality rating given by Ofsted to the local authority fostering 

service was Outstanding.  The table below contains a summary of the main 
findings of Ofsted’s inspection. 

 



 

 
 

Durham County Council Fostering Service 

Overall Outstanding 

Helping children to be healthy Outstanding 

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay 
safe 

Outstanding 

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do Outstanding 

Helping children make a positive contribution Outstanding 

Achieving economic wellbeing Outstanding 

Organisation Outstanding 

 
Comparison with Statistical Neighbour Authorities 
 
6. The table below contains the inspection results of Durham’s Statistical 

Neighbours, only two of which have achieved a rating of Outstanding. 
 

Local Authority Inspection Date Judgement 

Barnsley 6th Oct 2010 Good 

Darlington 31st Jan 2008 Good 

Doncaster 24th May 2010 Satisfactory 

Gateshead 17th Nov 2011 Good 

North Tyneside 17th Oct 2007 Outstanding 

St. Helens 2nd Jun 2011 Good 

Stockton-on-Tees 15th May 2008 Good 

Sunderland 22nd Sep 2010 Good 

Wakefield 4th Jul 2011 Good 

Wigan 16th Dec 2011 Outstanding 

 
Summary 
 
7. The overview of the inspector’s findings included the following strengths of the 

Fostering Service: 
 

• Provides young people with outstanding outcomes, and ensures that 
young people’s experience of care is positive and improves their life 
chances 

• Young people’s individual health care needs are met well and 
appropriate provision for specialist support is available 

• Strong measures in place to protect young people from harm 

• School attendance is excellent and attainment continues to improve 

• Strong commitment at all levels9to listen to young people and help 
them shape the way the fostering service operates 

• Young people are well supported to make the transition to adulthood 

• Well managed and is monitored closely to ensure that it continues to 
work in the best interests of young people 

• Panel makes a significant contribution to the safety and well-being of 
young people 

• High level of placement stability is being achieved 

• Readily identifies and actions areas for improvement 
 



 

8. There were no recommendations made by the inspector for improvements, but 
Cabinet Members should be reassured that the service does have a 
development plan and will continue to develop the service and further 
strengthen delivery to improve outcomes for young people. 

 
Recommendations 
 
9. Cabinet is asked to note the report.  
 
Background papers 
 
10. Durham’s inspection report is included as Appendix 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  Karen Robb, Strategic Manager, Looked After Children and Young 
  People's Service      Tel: 0191 383 4542 



 

 

Appendix 1:  Implications 

 
 
Finance - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Staffing - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Risk - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Equality and Diversity - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Accommodation - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Crime and Disorder - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Human Rights - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Consultation - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Procurement - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Disability Discrimination Act - N/A – Report for information only 

 

Legal Implications – N/A – Report for information only 
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