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Children in Care: 1,208 74 Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking Children

Increase in 1-4 years CiC starts as % of all CiC starts 
against 2023 (21% vs 18%) and 5-9 years (21% vs 19%)

Reduction in all other age groups (U1, 10-17)

CiC volumes have remained at similar levels over the last 12 
months. The current rate (121 per 10k children) is now above 

latest (2023-24) national (70), regional (114) and statistical 
neighbour averages (113).

27% of children have been in care for less than 12 months 
and 27% have been in care for 5 or more years 463 children became a child in care Jan – Dec 2024

481 children left care Jan – Dec 2024

This is the same as last quarter, however will remain 
high due to the National Transfer Scheme

75% of Social Workers in our Children in Care and Care Leavers Teams had fewer than 25 cases, 3% with 30+

Monthly CiC Numbers

0-3 months 3-6 months 6-12 months 1-2 years 2 - 5 years 5+ years

No. 102 101 128 236 311 330

% 8% 8% 11% 20% 26% 27%



Placements and Placement Stability

A higher proportion of children in Durham are placed in foster placements and 
to our benchmarks, although this is reducing. A reducing proportion are 
placed in in-house provision although this is higher than England it’s lower 
than Statistical Neighbours.
Placement Stability remains an ongoing area of focus 
Short and long-term stability remain in line with benchmarks

Children in Family Settings:

Reduction in proportion but increase in numbers
Reduction in number and % in in-house FC
Increase in other placement types



Missing Children

Return to 
Home 

Interviews

966 (98%) 
Offered

801 (83%) 
Accepted

766 (96%) 
Completed There has been an increase in the volume of missing 

episodes for December to levels seen in spring / 
summer months although the number of children 
going missing remains stable, indicating more 
episodes per child. 

High rate of completion of return to home interviews 
(96%)

148
Children in 

care

982
missing 

episodes



347 Relevant or Former Relevant Care Leavers aged 17-21Care Leavers

Around 40% of 
overall care leavers 
are female and 60% 
male

Increasing proportion 
of care leavers are 
unaccompanied 
asylum seekers as 
they turn 18 (35% 17-
18 year olds)



Care Leavers – Suitable Accommodation

The proportion of care leavers 
in suitable accommodation 
aged 17-18 is 95% for all ages 
which is above benchmarks

Majority in unsuitable 
accommodation are in custody



Care Leavers - Education, Employment or Training

The proportion of care leavers in 
Education, Employment or Training aged 
17-18 is 65% which in line with 
benchmarks 

For those aged 19-21 this is 49%, below 
all benchmarks
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