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Purpose of the Report 

1. To provide members of the Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee with a summary update on key issues discussed at the January 2017 
Safe Durham Partnership (SDP) Board meeting.

Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny Report: Alcohol and its 
Demand on Emergency Services 

2. The Safe Durham Partnership welcomed the Overview & Scrutiny report which 
concluded that alcohol significantly impacts on the work of the emergency services. 

3. The Safe Durham Partnership agreed that the Alcohol Harm Reduction Group 
(AHRG) would monitor the recommendations and agreed that an alcohol update 
report will be provided by the Group to the March meetings of the Safe Durham 
Partnership Board and this Committee.

Vulnerable Intervention Programme Update (formerly called Multi-Agency 
Intervention Service)

4. In July 2016 the SDP Board received a report outlining the LEAN review of the 
MAIS process (now renamed Vulnerable Intervention Pathway - VIP), this included 
an agreed action plan and a report on progress.  

 
5. Since then an operational board has overseen the work and included a wide range 

of agencies.  There is continued commitment by partners to a multi-agency problem 
solving approach to manage perpetrators and support victims of crime and anti-
social behaviour. The work has seen processes simplified and some dedicated 
resource (navigators) are currently being recruited and due to be in post in February 
2017. They will drive the earlier engagement, buy in, gain consent and assessment 
of individuals which came out as a concern theme during the review. External 
funding is also being sought to support the approach. 

6. A review of the implementation of improvement actions following the LEAN review 
is due in Spring/Summer 2017 which will report back to the SDP Board and 
between times regular newsletters will be circulated on progress to inform partner 
agencies.

7. A VIP update report is provided at today’s Committee meeting.



Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015

8. The report to the Safe Durham Partnership provided an update on progress of the 
collective response of all ‘specified authorities’ to the duties imposed by the Counter 
Terrorism and Security Act 2015.  

9. A review of partners’ collective response to the Prevent Duty was concluded in 
September 2016, with positive performance noted.

10. The Safe Durham Partnership in conjunction with 'Durham Agency Against Crime' 
(charity aimed at reducing crime and the fear of crime) submitted a creative arts bid 
to the Home Office Project Innovation Fund.  The Home Office has confirmed that 
the bid has been successful. The project aims to encourage and help young people 
vulnerable to extreme messages (including far right) and challenge them at an early 
stage.  

Reducing Reoffending Group

11. Following a workshop in 2016 a Strategy on a Page was developed for the Durham 
and Darlington Reducing Re-Offending Group.  A supporting delivery plan has been 
developed focussing on four initial key projects:

a) A review of the pathways to desistance throughout the criminal justice system 
b) Growing the use of Restorative Justice 
c) Developing the Performance Framework 
d) Improved understanding of partner roles 

12. A Reducing Reoffending update report is provided at today’s Committee meeting.

Cybercrime

13. The Partnership received an update on the work of the Cybercrime Group. A 
number of events took place as part of Safer Internet Day in February 2017, 
including:

 Durham Voice has promoted Internet Safety Day on its publication for the Voluntary 
and Community Sector. 

 The Durham Police Crime and Victims Commissioner (PCVC) hosted ‘Become a 
Scam Champion’ delivered by Trading Standards.  The initiative aims to protect and 
prevent people from becoming victims by empowering communities to take a stand 
against scams.

 A local school was involved in a ‘Everyone Can Help’ cyber-bullying project.

14. More events are planned throughout the year to reach the public sector, 
communities, young people, businesses and voluntary and community sector.

Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) Consultation

15. Following a presentation to the previous Committee meeting the Safe Durham 
Partnership were consulted on proposals in the Fire Authority’s IRMP Action Plan 
2017/18 for consultation.  The Safe Durham Partnership were supportive of the 
three proposals within the Plan.



Mental Health Crisis Care Concordat

16. An overview of the work that is being undertaken as part of the crisis care concordat 
was provided.  The concordat is a commitment to joint working to improve the 
response to people in mental health crisis across the services. The report 
highlighted the expected improvements in relation to attending mental health crisis 
incidents, in order to provide a much faster response time.

17. A new two-year action plan to be delivered between 2016 and 2018 has been 
developed.  This includes the development of a single point of access and also 
improving links to Local Authority suicide prevention work, Police training and the 
use of digital technologies.

Recommendations and reasons

18. The Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee is 
recommended to:

(i) Note the contents of the report.    

Contact: Contact:  Caroline Duckworth, Community Safety Manager  
                       Tel:          03000 265 435 E-mail: caroline.duckworth@durham.gov.uk



Appendix 1 – Implications

Finance – N/A

Staffing – N/A

Risk – N/A

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty – N/A

Accommodation – N/A

Crime and Disorder – The Safe Durham Partnership update provides an overview of 
reports and discussions from the Safe Durham Partnership Board meetings.

Human Rights – N/A

Consultation – N/A

Procurement – N/A

Disability Issues – N/A 

Legal Implications – N/A


