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Purpose of the Report
1 To provide members of the Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee with a summary update on key issues discussed at the 
May 2017 Safe Durham Partnership (SDP) Board meeting and related issues.

Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 – Prevent update

2 The report to the Safe Durham Partnership provided an update on progress of 
the collective response of all ‘specified authorities’ to the duties imposed by 
the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015. 

3 The SDP and ‘Durham Agency Against Crime’ have used £30,000 of Home 
Office Innovation funding for a creative arts project which aims to raise young 
people’s awareness of, and build their resilience to, radicalisation.  College 
students delivered a performance at the Majestic Theatre in Darlington, on 6th 
April in front of over 100 guests.  

4 Video interviews with the young people involved in the project was shown at 
the SDP which highlighted how young people were unaware of radicalisation 
prior to being involved in the project.  Following involvement in the project 
young people understood the importance of having their own views and felt 
empowered to be able to challenge behaviours of others.

5 A Home Office Evaluator visited County Durham on 24th May to discuss the 
next steps in the innovation process, including options for enabling other parts 
of the UK to use the resources and deliver similar projects in their area. The 
Home Office evaluator provided positive feedback on the draft project results 
submission and a further refinement resulted in a final submission on 31st May 
with a decision expected at the end of June. 

6 On behalf of the SDP and the Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB), 
Exploitation, Grooming and Radicalisation training is being delivered to all 
partner organisations along with the private, voluntary and independent child 
care and out-of-school sectors.  Over 200 delegates attended two sessions in 
January 2017 and a further 140 attended the two sessions which took place in 
May 2017.



County Durham Youth Offending Service (CDYOS) Health Needs Assessment 
and New Model of Health Provision 2017/19

7 For the first time a Health Needs Assessment of young people who offend has 
been completed and the SDP received information detailing how the results 
and recommendations have informed a new co-commissioned model of 
health provision, which is currently being implemented. 

8 Children and young people who are in contact with the youth justice system 
are generally a socially excluded population with significant and complex 
health needs and the new model aims to improve health and wellbeing 
outcomes for young people.

Mental Health Crisis Care Concordat

9 An overview of the work that is being undertaken as part of the crisis care 
concordat was provided. The concordat is a commitment to joint working to 
improve the response to people in mental health crisis across the services. 
The SDP noted the large amount of work that has been done in relation to the 
concordat including a single point of access and pathways of support for 
people who contact the Mental Health Crisis Team in a non-clinical crisis.

10 The report highlighted work that is being undertaken to identify common 
characteristics of people who frequently use services to improve support to 
these individuals and reduce demand on services. 

Cybercrime

11 A multi-agency calendar of cybercrime events has been created to publicise 
events that are happening around the county to raise awareness of issues 
such as cyber security, scams, online grooming and cyber-bullying. Partners 
are publicising events with local communities through existing channels such 
as the organisation’s Facebook page. Some examples of events that are 
happening over the next few months are:

 Cybercrime stall at a Bikewise community event
 Exploitation, Grooming and Radicalisation seminars
 Cybercrime stall at Fulfilling Lives Event for people with Learning 

Disabilities
 Get Safe Online week 
 County Durham and Darlington Children’s Safety Carousels

12 A working group has been established to add value to current work 
coordinating activity relating to businesses with a focus on preventing them 
from becoming victims of cybercrime. A survey of businesses is being 
undertaken that will provide a clear focus on the key issues concerning 
business regarding cybercrime.



13 E-Cadets is a preventative solution that empowers school students to become 
knowledgeable about how to keep safe online and teach their peers to do the 
same, building resilience across the whole school. It provides a safe web 
based platform through which children can share ideas with each other, ask 
questions of the E-Cadets team and communicate, share and collaborate 
about online safety and learning with other children who they can be sure are 
the same age as they are. 

14 The E-Cadets project is being well received in County Durham with over 100 
schools across the county currently signed up. A funding bid has been 
prepared for any money which may become available to continue the project 
beyond the end of the 2016-17 school term. 

Safe Durham Partnership Funding Group update

15 The Board received an update from the Safe Durham Partnership Funding 
Group and noted work that is being done in relation to the commissioning of 
community safety services and how to maximise working with the community 
and voluntary sector on shared priorities. 

16 It was noted the County Durham Partnership (CDP) have agreed to develop a 
more proactive approach to prevention across the CDP through three 
workstreams: 

 Building on Best Practice
 Maximising Funding 
 Meeting Local Need

17 A presentation and further discussions about how this work will be taken 
forward with the Safe Durham Partnership Board will take place at a 
Development session in July.

18 The Board were presented with a series of potential funding bids for 
consideration which are centred on emerging priorities. 

Recommendations and reasons
19 The Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee is 

recommended to:

Note the contents of the report. 

Contact: Julie Bradbrook, Partnership Manager, Transformation and 
Partnerships 

Tel: 03000 267 325



Appendix 1:  Implications

Finance – N/A

Staffing – N/A

Risk – N/A

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty – N/A

Accommodation– N/A

Crime and Disorder– The Safe Durham Partnership update provides an overview of 
reports and discussions from the Safe Durham Partnership Board meetings.

Human Rights– N/A

Consultation– N/A

Procurement– N/A

Disability Issues– N/A

Legal Implications– N/A


