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Purpose of the Report

1 To provide members of the Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee with detail on the current consultation ‘Planning for the Right 
Homes in the Right Places’ which was published on the 14 September 2017. 
This is further to the update provided on the Housing White Paper provided 
on the 23 February 2017.

Background

2 Overview and Scrutiny will recall a report to Cabinet in December 2016 that 
resulted in pausing the preparation of the County Durham Plan which had 
reached the Issues and Options stage in June/July 2016. The publication of a 
Housing White Paper was expected to have several implications for the 
preparation of the Plan, including a new national methodology for the 
calculation of housing requirements. The housing requirement figure, 
otherwise known as the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for housing, is 
critical to the preparation of a local plan and impacts on a number of policy 
areas in addition to housing, such as employment, infrastructure and waste.

3 The Housing White Paper was subsequently published on the 7th February 
2017. It did not however, include the proposed methodology but instead 
referred to a separate consultation. Overview and Scrutiny will recall that the 
council submitted a response to the consultation on the Housing White Paper 
as reported to Cabinet in July and is available on our website.

http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper- 
Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf

4 Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places, which included the housing 
need methodology, was published on 14 September 2017 for an eight week 
consultation closing on the 9 November 2017.

 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper-%20Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf
http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper-%20Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf


Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places

5 The consultation document builds on some of the proposals in the Housing 
White Paper and seeks views on changes to national planning policy to help 
local planning authorities and communities plan for and deliver the homes 
they need, including:

 A proposed standard methodology for calculating local housing need;

 Improving how authorities work together in planning to meet housing 
need and proposing the preparation of Statements of Common Ground 
between authorities;

 How neighbourhood planning groups can have greater certainty on the 
level of housing need to plan for;

 Considering how authorities can plan for the needs of particular groups, 
including affordable housing and housing for older and disabled people;

 Proposals for improving the use of section 106 agreements, by making 
the use of viability assessments simpler, quicker and more transparent; 
and

 Increased planning application fees in those areas where local planning 
authorities are delivering the homes their communities need.

6 The standardised housing methodology uses the latest household projections 
as the demographic baseline to arrive at an annual average household 
growth over a 10 year period. It is proposed that an adjustment is made to 
take account of market signals, where appropriate, based on affordability (the 
latest information on workplace-based median house price to median 
earnings ratios). Using this methodology the government has also published 
a list of each local authority’s housing need.

7 Durham County Council’s published figure as set out in the methodology is 
1368 houses per annum. This can be compared to the figures consulted on in 
the County Durham Plan Issues and Options (June 2016) which were 1717, 
1629 and 1533 per annum. These figures were based on the ONS 2012 
projections whereas the government figure is based on the 2014 projections 
which are generally lower. To give some context, in terms of past 
performance housing completion rates for the last 3 years per annum have 
been 1146, 1537 and 1386. 

8 The consultation document does suggest that it is possible to go beyond the 
published figure as a result of ‘a strategic infrastructure project, increased 
employment ambition through a LEP investment strategy, a bespoke housing 
deal or through delivering the modern Industrial Strategy.’ Although the 
document does not provide any detail on how this could be done.



9 The government has indicated that following consultation the resultant 
changes will be made to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
which will also be published for consultation early 2018 with the final version 
being published in Spring 2018.

10 The Council’s response to the consultation will be considered by Cabinet on 
15 November.

Recommendations

11 The Economy and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee are asked to 
note the contents of the report. 

Background Papers: 

DCC’s Response to the Housing White Paper

Government consultation - Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places: 
consultation proposals

Government consultation -  Housing White Paper: Fixing our Broken Housing Market

Contact:    Mike Allum Tel: 03000 261906
Michelle Robinson                      Tel:           03000 261917 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper-Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf
http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper-Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf
http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/21946/Housing-White-Paper-Response/pdf/HousingWhitePaperResponse.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-our-broken-housing-market


Appendix 1: Implications

Finance – 

Staffing – Resource required to progress the local plan.

Risk – Not having an adopted local plan makes it more difficult to resist 
inappropriate development and also to provide the necessary certainty to facilitate 
appropriate development to support the local economy. Failure to make progress 
risks Government intervention.

Equality and Diversity – The Statement of Community Involvement 2016 which 
describes how stakeholders will be involved in local plan preparation and the 
determination of planning applications was subject to an Equality Impact 
Assessment and was prepared with the partnership and community engagement 
team. The local plan will continue to be subject to Equality Impact Assessment as it 
progresses.  

Accommodation – 
None 

Crime and Disorder – 
None 

Human Rights – 
None 

Consultation – 
None 

Procurement – 
None 

Disability Discrimination Act –
None 

Legal Implications – 
Legal opinion and advice has been provided by the council’s in-house legal team on 
a continuous basis throughout the preparation of the Plan in line with the legislative 
framework for the development of local plans and in relation to the implications of the 
Housing White Paper and the methodology on housing requirements.


