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Purpose of the Report
1 To provide members of the Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee with a summary update on key issues discussed at the 
January 2018 Safe Durham Partnership (SDP) Board meeting and related 
issues.

Arson and Deliberate Fires in East Durham 

2 The Safe Durham Partnership received a presentation in relation to the 
disproportionate increase in deliberate fires in the East of the County. In 
Easington deliberate primary fires are up 116% and secondary fires are up 
74% over the last four years. 

3 Impacts of these figures can mean that residents lose confidence in the police 
which in turn makes them less likely to report vital intelligence. The impacts 
for police, fire and local authority resources are also significant.

4 A joined up approach to tackle the issues has included:

 sharing and layering incident data to target hotspots;
 removing abandoned vehicles and potential fuel;
 awareness raising posters in bus stops;
 developing relationships between police and fire officers on a practitioner 

level; and
 turning waste ground into community pride areas. 

5 These initiatives have had some success and working with communities for 
mutual gain has increased reporting of intelligence by residents.

6 However strategic change is needed to stop the increase and a broad range 
of partners are being asked to help, scrutinise and challenge services to 
address the issues, which are wide ranging between localities. Governance 
work has been undertaken, an Arson Reduction Plan and associated 
Communications Plan are being written. A presentation will be provided to the 
East Durham Area Action Partnership in February in relation to this issue.



7 Councillor Boyes attended the meeting to provide the response from the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Working Group session on 12th October 
2017. 

8 The Board agreed to take forward the recommendations outlined by the 
Working Group and provide an update to Safer and Stronger Communities 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee following the next Safe Durham 
Partnership meeting in March 2018. 

Cyber Crime

9 The Community Safety Strategic Assessment identified Cyber Crime as an 
important and emerging priority and the Safe Durham Partnership has agreed 
to include this important issue as a future strategic objective. It is estimated 
that 6 million cyber crimes are committed nationally each year.

10 The Cyber Crime Task Group has implemented a range of preventative 
activities aimed at raising awareness and building resilience of children, 
vulnerable adults and businesses across County Durham. This includes: 

 delivering community events
 school creative arts projects
 e-cadets project with high street banks 
 awareness raising with school governors
 basic digital hygiene with businesses; and 
 partnering with ‘Get Safe Online’ for online safety resources.

  
This work has raised awareness to enable people to spot the signs to prevent 
them from becoming victims of cybercrime. 

11 Links are being established with the Economic Partnership to further develop 
ways in which the business sector can be supported to protect businesses 
from cybercrime.

12 The Safe Durham Partnership will receive recommendations from the Safer 
and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee review group 
focused on preventing young people from becoming engaged or remaining in 
cyber crime activity. 

Recommendations and reasons
13 The Safer and Stronger Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee is 

recommended to:

(i) Note the contents of the report. 

Contact:  Andrea Petty, Strategic Manager, Policy, Planning and Partnerships   
Tel:       03000 267312



Appendix 1:  Implications

Finance – N/A

Staffing – N/A

Risk – N/A

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty – N/A

Accommodation– N/A

Crime and Disorder– The Safe Durham Partnership update provides an overview of 
reports and discussions from the Safe Durham Partnership Board meetings.

Human Rights– N/A

Consultation– N/A

Procurement– N/A

Disability Issues– N/A

Legal Implications– N/A


